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Joun Taytor Jones was born at New Ipswich, N. H., July 16,1802. Much of 
his youth was spent at Ashby, Mass. He was early made a subject of divine grace, 
and connected himself with the Congregational church in his native town, at the age 
of fifteen years. Impressed with a sense of the duty which he owed to the cause 
of Christ, he abandoned the business to which he had been devoted, and pursued a 
course of study preparatory to the ministry. He was graduated at Amherst College 
in the year 1825, and prosecuted the usual course of theological study, partly at 
the Andover, and partly at the Newton seminary. It was during his residence at 
Andover: that the ordinance of baptism stood before his mind in a new light. 
Then it was that he distinctly apprehended the obligation of every Christian to 
acknowledge his allegiance to his divine Master by a voluntary and personal self- 
dedication. Notwithstanding the self-denial it involved, he severed himself for 
conscience’ sake from the friends and patrons of his earlier years ;—like Judson 
and others, postponing every consideration to his duty to his ascended Lord. He 
was baptized in Boston in the year 1828, by the Rev. Dr. Malcom, pastor of the 
then Federal street church. In the following year, he was appointed a missionary 
to Burmah. In Feb. 1831, he arrived at Maulmain. He was diligent on shipboard. 
The time which many spend in gratifying a vacant curiosity, he devoted to unwearied 
toil. A record which remains of his occupations during the voyage, shows that he 
pursued his literary employments to nearly as good advantage as if he had been on 
land and in the most quiet study. 

Ife was not long, after reaching Maulmain, in entering upon the preliminary 
training for his future work. His first object was to secure a competent teacher of 
the Burman tongue. Soon after commencing the study of the language, he began a 
series of expository lectures on the Acts, for the British soldiers at Maulmain. He 
did not delay his efforts to do good till he was prepared to preach in the dialect of 
the heathen. 
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He embraced every opportunity of usefulness as it occurred, and was thus ever 
engaged about his Master's business. The circumstances of the mission proved an 
embarrassment and hindrance to Mr. Jones. When he entered upon the missionary 
work, he contemplated service among the Burmans; and he commenced his studies 
and formed his plans with reference to that sphere of labor. But he had been only 
a short time in Burmah, before the ery for instruction from the destitute Talings 
began to be long and loud. The brethren of the mission in their journeys, often 
met with villages in which po other dialect was understood. Mr. Mason remarked 
that “half Burmah is probably not one half the extent to which the language is 
spoken.” The amount of work to be done, and the few laborers to do it, made it 
necessary to study the most economical use of the means at their command. It was 
finally arranged that Mr. Jones should pursue this new dialect, thus opening a wider 
field tor the conquests of the gospel. This arrangement did not render useless the 
attainments he had already made in the language of the Burmans. On the contrary 
he found the Burman necessary as a door to the Taling. Neither grammar nor 
dictionary of the language existed within his knowledge. The attainments of the 
missionaries who had given attention to it had never been recorded. And his only 
alternative was to acquire the Taling through the medium of the Burman. Thus 
every step of his progress in one language facilitated his use of the other. 

So rapid was his progress in the study of these dialects, that he was able to preach 
in Burman for the first time Jan. 20, 1832,—less than a year after his arrival in the 
country. He also made good progress in the Taling, and in a knowledge of the 
extent to which it could render him useful in his missionary work. It was ascertained 
that a large number of persons were accessible through it also in Siam. 

The attention of the missionaries had often been drawn by the Board to this 
kingdom ; and now the finger of Providence seemed to point in that direction. Mr. 
Jones was in many respects a suitable man to found a new mission. Ilis sound and 
accurate judgment, his practical wisdom, his perseverance, his decision, hi. affability 
and modesty, all pointed him out for the work. Besides, he had already acquired 
a partial knowledge of at least one language extensively employed there. The 
other members of the mission had engaged in the most important pirts of the labor 
belonging to their several stations. It appeared that Mr. Jones was the person, 
and this the time to commence an effort for the people of Siam; to plant in another 
kingdom the standard of the Redeemer. The brethren, at his request, gave him 
their opinion in writing, encouraging the project. He immediately procured a Siam- 
ese teacher, and also commenced his arrangements to remove at the earliest possible 
day to Bangkok. In contemplating his removal, Mr. Jones writes :—* It might seem 
to be a matter of regret that I should have spent so much time in acquiring the Jan- 
guage of Burmah, if I am hereafter to labor where I shall have no occasion to use 
it. That this will be the case is by no means certain. If it should be, it will still be 
of advantage to me, inasmuch as the religious customs and many of. the religious 
terms are the same. Anobservance of the manner in which missions are conducted, 
may be of service, important service too, in the commencement of a new mission. 

“The enterprise is a great one, and I feel my inadequateness to a work of such 
magnitude. Let me be sustained by the constant prayers of the saints. Aided by 
the wisdom which God gives in answer to the supplications of his saints, if my life 
and health are preserved by his care, I may, feeble and sinful as I am, do something 
towards scattering those seeds of truth, which will produce the fruits of immortality.” 

Owing to the difliculty of obtaining a passage directly to Siam, Mr. Jones was 
-obliged to go first to Singapore, where he spent his time in studying the Siamese and 
preaching in English, and reached Bangkok in April, 1833. Efforts had been made 
to establish a mission here, by Messrs. Tomline and Gutzlaff, in August, 1828. Their 
labors were directed chiefly to the Chinese, resident in the capital. They first dis- 
tributed Chinese books, spoke to the people on religious topics, and received per- 
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sons who thronged to them from all quarters to receive medical attendance or to ob- 
tain books. In the course of time they gained some knowledze of the Siamese 
through the Chinese, and commenced the work of translating the Scriptures. Only 
a few chapters of John were printed. Mr. Gutzlaff left for Peking in 1831, and 
Mr. Tomline a year afterwards. Other missionaries, two or three in number, had at 
one time resided in Siam; but they had forsaken the place, through ill health, or 
discouragement, or to remove to more promising stations, and the field was now 
wholly unoccupied. 

In the early part of his residence here, Mr Jones was called to the discipline of 
affliction in the loss of a child. Thus God taught hgs servant, that he had not found 
a rest on earth. Thus he admonished him to do the work of life with his might. 
Thus he sanctified his servant, casting loose the affections that bound him to this 
world, and summoning him to lay up a crown in heaven. 

Baptism was administered for the first time in Siam, December 8, 1833, to three 
Chinese. On the Sabbath preceding, the first communion was enjoyed. Solitary 
and sad, Mr. Jones and his wife sat down to the sacramental supper. The noise of 
war was around them—the Siamese having planned an attack upon Cochin China, 
and the war boats were assembling from every quarter. No pompous cathedral 
sheltered them. No organ’s tone aided their closing hymn. No throng of believers 
mingled in the act, with beaming eyes communicating to one another the joys they 
felt, or with answering tears weeping over the desolations around them. But the 
Lord Jesus was doubtless with them, according to his promise, and the scene was 
noted and registered in heaven. 

In the month of May, 1834, Mr. Jones had become so far familiar with the 
language that he ventured to issue from the press his first tract in Siamese. For 
some time he had confined his attention chiefly to native books and to conversation ; 
that he might secure a free, natural and flowing style. In this work he was 
pronounced by the best educated natives, remarkably sucecessfal. By the close of 
the year, he had completed two more tracts, besides a translation of Matthew's 
gospel. Thus was commenced that great work of his life, the giving of the New 
Testament to the Siamese in their own tongne. Slowly and painfully he labored 
on, till in October, 1843, the whole New Testament was rendered into the language 
of the country. He was peculiarly fitted for this duty by his early studies, by his 
skill in the original Scriptures, and by his enthusiasm in biblical exeyesis. Tle had 
a passion for the work. His sound judgment set him above weak and fanciful inter- 
pretations. Ilis perseverance urged him forward, as one who had weighed his 
responsibility and formed a due estimate of the enduring work he was doing tor God 
and the people. And, had he done no other good, his translation of the New 
Testament would be a most honorable monument to his memory ;—to the people 
of Siam, the noblest boon he could render them. Persons high in rank and office 
among the Siamese, have been known to quote portions of his translation as models 
of correctness and beauty. 

The heart of Mr. Jones was full of an expansive benevolence. Though pressed 
to the earth by a sense of the burden resting upon him in Bangkok, he suggested 
to the Board the occupancy of other an! promising fields of labor in Siom, in As- 
sam, Laos, Thibet and Chittagong, from which the devoted Colman was removed 
by death in 1820, and no successor has entered into h’s labors. He did this, ot 
through willingness to divide forces already too weak ; not because he thought 
that help could be spared from any existing station; but because, standing in the 
midst of the desolations, and within sight of the brightening rays of promise, he felt 
that the earth is given to Christ, and that the time is come for his people to go up 
and possess i . 

In 1834 a second bereavement overtook him, in the loss of a daughter; and in 
March, 1838, a still greater, in the death of his wife. She was the daughter of Rev 
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Henry Grew, of Hartford, Conn., a* lady of agreeable appearance and pleasing 
address. Thus his house was rendered desolate. But though stricken with sorrow, 
he continued to pursue his work. Translations, conversations, and the care of the 
press fully occupied histime. As a good-soldier of Jesus Christ, he stood at his post, 
though the friends dearest to his heart fell around him. The less he had, of an 
outward nature, to cheer and console him, the more did he seek, by a faithful per- 
formance of his duties, to please his Lord and Master. It was a few months after the 
death of his wife, that he made his first tour into the interior of Siam, in Feb. 1839. 
This was not the work best adapted to his talent and inclination. Though he could 
have made himself useful in it— useful as those brethren who have pursued this 
employment most vigorously —still his place was rather in the study. There he 
was qualified to shine. There he was fitted to be useful. There he wrought out, in 
obscurity and silence, work for immortality. Soon after his return to his labors, he 
found that an immediate arrangement in respect to his children was demanded, 
both by their welfare, and his own usefulness. He therefore left Siam for Singapore 
in the earliest vessel, and from Singapore revisited the United States. 

Previous to his return to Siam, he was married to Miss Judith Leavitt, of Meredith 
Village, N. H. This connection continued about six years, a union of true affection 
and mutual sympathy. The health of Mrs. Jones gave way under the climate and 
the labors incident to her station. The best medical advisers urged her return to 
her native hills, as the only possible means of preserving her life. She died on her 
passage to this country, and her husband had the grief of committing her body to 
an ocean-grave, there to sleep till the sea shall give up its dead. Two children 
survive from the first marriage, and one from the second. 

Brought thus unexpectedly again to his native country, Mr. Jones spent a few 
months among his friends. Duriygg this time he preached in many pulpits, he inter- 
ceded for the perishing heathen with individuals, and with Christian congregations. 
He labored to secure one or two missionaries to return with him to the scene of his 
labors, to share in his toils, and to carry forward the work, when he himself should 
be called to leave it. He felt himself oppressed, worn down, decaying under his 
efforts. The spirit was willing, but the flesh was weak. Though he was ready to 
return to Siam, as it were to be sacrificed on the altar of God, and of zeal for his 
work, he lamented for the dying heathen. A good beginning had been made. Must 
it all, or chiefly, be lost in the event of his death? Must he go back alone and bear 
the report—* no man cares for your souls”? Ilis appeal to the young men and the 
churches was almost without response. His patience and his faith were tried; but 
his love for the heathen and his zeal for his Master were unquenched. Before his 
return he was married to Miss Sarah Sleeper, then the accomplished preceptress of 
the female department of the New Hampton Institution, and she still lives to mourn 
his loss. 

During this visit, his intercourse with his friends was peculiarly refreshing. Te 
exhibited the blended cheerfulness and sobriety of the ripe Christian. Affable, 
gentle, communicative, he made himself and his master-theme,—the missionary 
enterprise,—every where welcome. He stood as the representative of the cause, 
and of the perishing heathen. His clear perceptions, his sober judgment, his sound 
reasoning, his irresistible conclusions, won upon every audience before whom he 
spoke, and every private circle with which he mingled. His extensive knowledge 
made him an agreeable companion. His age, experience and well-earned reputation 
gave weight to his words. Ilis unaffected piety shone forth conspicuously from his 
walk and conversation. The chastening of aflliction had given refinement to his 
character, depth to his feelings and fervor to his religion. His enthusiasm in his 
work was never greater. His desire to be useful in the cause of Christ was never 
more striking. Though his frame was weakened by disease, and worn by excessive 
toil inan enfeebling climate, his friends did not realize that the residue of his 
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journey would be so short. Heaven is often nearer to earth than we imagine. 
In his case it was very near. He returned to his post in the fall of 1847, and 
entered afresh upon his duties with vigor and zeal. Never was there more to 
encourage hope. Mr. Jones was known throughout the city of Bangkok. As a 
translator of government documents, he was highly esteemed at the court. The 
object of his residence in Siam was known to the king and his officers; but no 
obstacle was put in the way of his efforts. His wisdom was universally respected. 
The king often sent to him in emergencies to ask his opinion. The magistrates 
relied upon his judgment. The best educated natives, when he spoke, were heard 
to whisper privately, in token of their admiration,—* He is a real sage.” He had 
completed the translation of the New Testament, and prepared many useful books; 
so that, with the aid of additional helpers, the prospects of the mission were never 
fairer. But the weary workman was soon to be dismissed. The tired soldier was 
about to be crowned, before the conquest was wholly achieved. The reaper was 
to rest on his sheaves at noon. 

Tidings frequently came of the feebleness of his health, and the decay of his 
living energy. It began to be felt that little reliance could be placed on the con- 
tinuance of his life. Though he was the main support of the mission, God could 
dispense with him, removing him to nobler service above. Near the close of August, 
1851, he had an attack of dysentery, which greatly prostrated his powers. For 
several days, the members of the mission tremulously watched every symptom, 
anxious that it might be one which should encourage hope. But hope was kindled 
only to be quenched again. It brightened only to perish. On the 12th of Septem- 
ber, all hope of his recovery was given up. For some days his mind had been 
wandering, partly under the influence of opiates, and partly the effect of his disease. 
He said to Dr. Bradley and others, “ Assure my friends of my unfailing attachment 
tothem. Tell them my hopes, though sometimes ascending, sometimes declining, 
are fixed upon Him who is from everlasting to everlasting.” At another time he 
said to Mrs. Jones, “ It will soon end with us.” Three of Mrs. Jones's pupils were 
brought to him, to whom he said in Siamese, “ You have often heard me tell you 
that the affairs of this world are of short duration.” Being asked if he had any 
message to send to his little daughter, he said, “If God gives me strength to think 
and speak, I hope to.” Two friends calling on him in the morning of September 
12th, he reached out his hand, and said, “We must all go to another world.” 
He had a very restless night, with excruciating paip. He said but little. 
His thoughts were perhaps misty and dull through bodily torment. Perhaps, in 
that sad silence, he was engaged in introspection. Perhaps the soul occasion- 
ally caught "a glimpse of the brighter world, where there shall be no more pain ; 
or was conscious that it leaned on the rod and staff of the good Shepherd. 
At one time he said, “ Lord of mercy, be the end and portion of thy servant.” 
Again, under great distress, he said, “ My friends, is there any relief? If so, tell 
me how.” Thus passed away the last weary night of pain. In the morning of 
September 153, at half past six, the suffering believer rested, and the freed spirit 
entered into the‘joy of its Lord. As the morning sun shone forth upon the world, 
he that had been faithful, and had labored, and had not fainted, put on the raiment 
of immortality, and passed within the gates of Paradise. 

The same afternoon, funeral services were performed at his residence, both in 
English and Siamese. ‘The attendance at the obsequies was unusually large. Many 
of the people came to testify their respect, and to look for the last time upon the face 
of the man who was universally revered. The king sent a present, as a token of 
his respect, wishing that it might be deposited in the coffin. 

The title of Doctor in Divinity had been conferred upon him a few years before 
his death. With his characteristic modesty, he wrote to the Missionary Rooms— 
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“ Omit this title in addressing me. Say nothing to recall it to mind ; and it will thus 
least attract notice.” 

In the character and career of Dr. Jones, a few things are specially prominent. 
He had great decision and perseverance. When a right action was to be done, he 
did it, without regard to consequences. When a course of duty seemed of a nature 
pleasing to God, he pursued it through darkness and discouragement, keeping his 
end in view, and steadily pressing towards it through years of disheartening gloom. 
With him religion was not so much a feeling, as a principle; not so much an occa- 
sional impulse, as an ever acting and an equably acting force. He rejoiced in the 
sunshine of prosperity ; but he toiled on with steady zeal under the deepest shade. 
Almost every letter which he wrote for several years, implored aid for his mission. 
It is deeply thrilling and affecting to read his unsuccessful appeals. Yet he piously 
yielded to the will of Providence and the decisions of his brethren, and submitted 
to the necessity of his condition. Ie had given himself to the work, and there was 
no going back. He felt that he was a consecrated man. He was pledged to the 
cause of Jesus Christ, and engaged in his work, as a man who could conceive no 
other. It was his life, his joy. Dr. Jones had an extraordinary tact for the attain- 
ment of languages. He learned them easily and accurately. If the members of the 
mission at any time desired the exact shade of meaning of a word, vernacular or 
foreign, he was always ready to give it. If the precise rendering of a Siamese word 
into English, or an English word into Siamese was required, he was never at a loss. 
He was much more eloquent in Siamese than in English; often, to the astonishment 
of his friends who had heard him preach in both. He was called upon to translate 
numerous public documents for the king. lis service was of great importance both 
to the English and American ambassadors, as an interpreter between them and the 
king of Siam. His translations were always relied upon as immaculate, and com- 
plimented by the king, as showing more knowledge of the minute forms of the lan- 
guage than even educated natives ordinarily possessed. 

He was known throughout Bangkok as a man of integrity. What he said, could 
be depended on. Hence his word was final. What he said was never to be 
doubted. Ile was also a man of great prudence. No unkind word escaped his 
lips. No vituperative remark was ever made by him concerning his brethren. He 
yielded every thing but principle for the sake of peace. But principle was not to 
be yielded for any consideration. 

Ile was a peacemaker among the natives. Often they brought to him domestic 
and other difliculties, and he knew how to pour oil on the troubled waters. Le 
never created trouble. He had the wisdom to soothe and mitigate it. 

Though his chief place was the study, he did not shrink from contact with the 
living world. He stood before kings, erect in Christian dignity and self-possession. 
Ie dispensed medicine, and unparted religious teaching and advice to the poor and 
the ignorant. He spoke freely on divine things, to all who came within his reach, 
not only to the common people, but often when he was called to the palace,—enter- 
ing into the closest argument concerning the truths of the gospel with the chief men 
of the court. ' 

He was distinguished for Christian charity. He lived in habits of the most 
friendly inercourse with persons of a different religious faith from his own. His 
gracious spirit has shed its fragrance over the city, where it will long linger. The 
influence of his catholic heart will remain, a monument to his piety and love, and 
an example to future missionaries. 

In his home in Siam he seemed to be in his proper element. A perfect impres- 
sion of his character could not be obtained from his letters, or from his appearance 
in the United States. He must also be seen at Bangkok, in the midst of his work. 
Here there was a spring to his thought and manner, a cheerful manifestation of joy, 
a breaking forth of a heart lively and peaceful, a delight in work, and in the work 
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of God, though under discouragement, which presented him in an attitude unseen 
while he was in America. 

But notwithstanding his high adaptation to his work, he has gone from among us. 
Ile rests trom his labors. God had need of him in a higher sphere, and he has 
taken his servant to himself. The mission is bereaved of his decision of character, 
his sound judgment, his amiable and loving spirit, his cheerful performance of duty, 
his prudence, his piety. Heaven has them all. May his mantle fall upon many 
successors. 


GENERAL VIEW OF TILE MISSIONS, 1852-53. 


If we had occasion, a year since, in reviewing the state of our missions, to utter 
the language of gratitude and hope, and to remark tokens by which Providence 
summoned us “to fresh and enlarged exertion,” a present outlook on the fields 
assigned us must give a stronger impulse tothese emotions. Unless we greatly mistake 
the signs of the times, prospects are cpening before us, opportunities are offering to 
our zeal, enterprises are soliciting our efforts, constraining our sense of obligation 
and attracting our most disinterested affections, in far more than a common 
measure. 

In Burman, at the beginning of last year, there were prospects not wholly clear 
but still highly encouraging, that the mission to Ava would meet with an unexpected 
tolerance from the king. Hostilities between the king and the government of British 
India have since temporarily arrested progress in this direction; but the quiet occu- 
pation of Rangoon and Bassein by the English forces, ha enabled our brethren to 
resume missionary labor at those stations, with entire freedom and with the evident 
favor of God. The great probability that the lower provinces of the empire, 
included within the limits of the ancient kingdom of Pegu, will be permanently 
added to the British dominions gives assurance that there will be immediate occasion 
to enlarge our agencies for evangelizing the races of Burmah. In view of these cir- 
cumstances, a deputation has been sent by the Executive Committee to meet the 
whole body of Burman and Karen missionaries, with them carefully to survey the 
ground and consult on the best methods of effectively occupying it. For the present 
Messrs. Kineaid and Dawson, joined temporarily by Mr. Vinton of the Maulmain 
Karen Mission, occupy Rangoon; and Messrs. Abbott and Van Meter, of the 
Sandoway Mission, have commenced operations at Bassein. The war now in 
progress, while it seems likely to be overruled for the ultimate good of Burmah, 
has brought immediate evil on the Karen churches,— their chapels having been 
demolished, their members plundered and driven into battle to bear the chief brunt 
of the contlict. Numbers have fallen in fight, and others have suffered from the 
vindictive severity of their Burman rulers. But they hold fast to the faith, and look 
with hope for the consummation they have long devoutly wished — the subjugation 
of the country to a Christian government. 

The missions in Tenasserim and Arracan have gone forward in their several 
departments as prosperously as could be hoped in the distractions of the time, and 
while they are so inadequately manned. The Karen Theological School at Maul- 
main is still without a regular instructor. In the sudden removal, by death, of Mr. 
Campbell, the Arracan Mission was bereaved of a brother greatly beloved and of 
high promise, while he had but entered on the threshold of his desired work. Mr. 
Stilson of the Maulmain Burman Mission, and Miss Wright of the Maulmain Karen 
Mission, have returned to this country with health so impaired as to make the prob- 
ability of their resuming missionary labor extremely doubtful. Mrs. Bennett of the 
Tavoy Mission, who accompanied them, is so far invigorated by her voyage, that 
she hopes soon to take passage for her adopted home. Mr. Cross, of the same Mis- 


8 General View of the Missions, 1852-53. (January, 


sion, has been obliged by the feeble health of his wife to accompany her to this 
country, with which intent they embarked in July last from Maulmain for England. 
Mr. and Mrs. Haswell, of the Mau!main Burman Mission, have set out on their 
return to the field from which an afllictive providence had separated them. The 
rapid progress that has been made ih giving to the Karens the entire Scriptures in 
their own language, and also in completing the Burman dictionary and a concord- 
ance to the Burman Scriptures, two important works left unfinished by Dr. Judson, 
deserves grateful notice. These are works not for years but for generations. Seven 
brethren have been appointed to reinforce the several Burman and Karen Missions, 
of whom three missionaries with four female assistant missionaries have departed 
for their respective destinations; but their spheres of labor, and many other matters 
involving the interests of all those missions, will be brought under review by the 
conference of missionaries soon to be convened at Maulmain, as the result of which 
important changes may be made in the details, if notin some of the general arrange- 
ments of the several missionary agencies now in operation. 

Our mission in Stam has been bereaved of its founder, and the translator of the 
New Testament, one who enjoyed in largest measure the confidence of his brethren 
at home and abroad. This visitation, at a time when they were just beginning to 
recover from the calamitous fire of the preceding season, severely tried the faith 
of the survivors. But they have had strength to go on in the use of the limited 
means at their disposal, in the faith that they may see of the salvation of the Lord 
among the Siamese. In common with those of other socicties, the mission continues 
to enjoy the favor of the king and the respect, if not the cordia! regard, of the 
people. The Chinese church has enjoyed a measure of spiritual blessing and 
increase. Among that interesting portion of the population, however, the recent 
legalization of the opium traffic is producing fatal effects. Mr. Chandler continues 
in this country completing the outfit of the printing department. Ile should not 
return alone. 

In Curxa, the mission at Hongkong has enjoyed a season of uninterrupted labor, 
which is not fruitless. The Ningpo Mission by its reduced numbers, and its strengh 
still more reduced by disease, appeals strongly for reinforcement. Mr. Goddard, 
though in feeble health, prosecutes in conjunction with Mr. Dean the translation of 
the Scriptures, of which the New Testament is drawing rapidly to a conclusion, in 
a style which receives approbation at other missionary stations as faithful and intel- 
ligible. Mr. and Mrs. Lord continue in this country with the hope, though without 
any immediate prospect, that they may return where their presence is so much 
needed. 

The members of the AssAm Mission have for the most part been able to labor con- 
tinuously through the year, not without severe trials, but with much also to strengthen 
them in their efforts. Embracing an early opportunity after the arrival of the rein- 
forcement in 1851, measures were taken to organize the several departments more 
efficiently, and especially to provide for increased attention to itinerant preaching, 
by enlisting in the service a larger number of native brethren. Seven native assist- 
ants, four preachers and three colporteurs, were appointed, and the spirit in which 
they have entered upon their mission to their countrymen, is auspicious of much 
good. The orphan institution at Nowgong and the boarding schools at Gowahati 
and Sibsagor are accomplishing the end of their establishment, and have witnessed 
some precious displays of divine grace. To prosecute their work worthily would 
seem to demand, in the judgment of the mission, a still larger reinforcement and 
the occupation of new stations. It is matter for devout thankfulness that the limited 
number actually in the field have been able to gather so many sheaves. 

The mission to the TrLOOGOOs continues, in weakness as regards numbers, but 
still upheld and made strong through faith, to hold forth the word of life. With 
much in the state of the people to enkindle and sustain their zeal, with some fruits 
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that attest the divine approbation of their efforts, with the undoubted conviction 
that it is the Lord’s work they are doing, and therefore with the highest motives to 
constancy in it,—it is yet no marvel if our brethren are sometimes troubled in mind 
at being left to engage with so scanty means in so arduous a service. Their schools 
and the little church, some additions to which have been reported during the year, 
and the increasing numbers that hear with attention the word preached, ought not 
to call in vain for helpers. 

To the Bassas, after four years’ patient waiting, two missionary families have just 
been sent, accompanied by Mrs. Crocker, who gladly returns to her field of labor. 
We have great occasion of gratitude for the good report we have heard from time 
to time of the mission church, so long left with inadequate care and guidance,— 
testimony that it is indeed a branch deriving life and vigor from the true Vine—and 
for the ground we have to hope that it will shortly flourish and be yet more fruitful. 

The mission in France, in both departments, has experienced much of the grace 
of God in calling numbers into the fellowship of the saints, and of the wrath of 
man, which the wisdom of Providence suffers to be directed against it. Chapels 
have been closed and worship prohibited in the northern department, preachers in 
the Southern department have been fined and imprisoned; and in both, these 
demonstrations were made at the very time when the truth was winning new triumphs. 
A cloud still rests on the prospects of the mission. Some recent events have 
encouraged the hope that the ruler now dominant over France may act on a more 
liberal and enlightened policy. Without placing too much reliance on these indi- 
cations, there is always ground — and now a special occasion — for believing prayer 
to Him who is able to cause the rulers of this worlc to fulfil His wise and merciful 
counsels. 

The German Mission has continued to suffer from the intolerance of several 
governments, particularly Prussia, Hanover, Mecklenburg, Hesse and Baden. In 
Switzerland, too, the spirit of persecution has shown itself, and the pastor at Zurich 
has been banished the country. The church at Berlin has been deprived much of 
the time of the services of its esteemed pastor, Mr. Lehmann, in consequence of 
serious illness, but at last advices he was beginning to resume his charge. Measures 
have been taken, not without some hope of success, to obtain from the Prussian 
government a relaxation of the restrictions imposed upon our brethren. We are 
permitted gratefully to record a continuance of the spiritual blessings with which 
this mission has been so signally favored. The work is prospered abundantly, and 
against many obstacles is continually extending. 

In Greece our brethren are permitted to labor unmolested, and though with 
less striking encouragement than is found in other parts of the great field, yet 
cheered by some tokens that the word does not fall altogether upon heedless ears. 
The leaven of truth is working, though its activity is so nearly imperceptible. Not- 
withstanding an unpleasant demonstration of intolerance towards the Rev. Dr. 
King, missionary of the American Board, the government has not seemed disposed 
to push matters to extremity, and the mission are encouraged to persevere, in 
humble dependence on Him who is alone able to give the increase. 

Among the INDIAN TRIBES, our missionaries to the Cherokees, Shawanoes, Dela- 
wares and Ottawas, have had evidence of the divine approbation in the presence of 
the Holy Spirit giving effect to the preaching of the gospel. The decease of two 
Cherokee preachers, men of great usefulness, is a present affliction which we trust 
will appear in due time to have been sent in mercy. Mr. Hervey Upham, after 
nine years’ useful service in the printing department of the Cherokee Mission, has 
dissolved his connection with it. With many obstacles to be overcome, efforts for 
the evangelization of these tribes have proved the efficacy of Christianity among 
them, and experience should fortify our confidence in carrying forward the enter- 
prise with undiminished energy. 


Ilirnerto HATH THE LORD HELPED Us. 
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INTELLIGENCE FROM THE MISSIONS. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. ONCKEN, 
The church at Berlin—Attitude of the govern- 
ment. 

Hamburg, Sept. 22, 1852.—Your very 
acceptable letters have not a little en- 
couraged me, inasmuch as the Board has 
given us new proofs that the German 
Mission continues to share in their love 
and liberality. May the deep interest 
our American brethren continue to 
evince in the work in which we are 
engaged, stimulate us to greater devoted- 
ness ! 

You have already been informed that 
the obstructions to my returning to Ber- 
lin were graciously removed by order of 
the King of Prussia, and that I returned 
to that city toward the close of July. 
My stay there was but brief, having to 


attend the annual conference of the | 


North West Association of our churches 
at Halsbeck, in the Grand Duchy of 
Oldenburg. I preached two Sabbaths 
at Berlin to very numerous assemblies, 
and I am convinced that if the public 
services are well sustained we shall soon 
have to rejoice over many additions to 
the church there. I therefore sent our 
excellent and devoted br. Ferdinand 
Bues, who had just then been expelled 
from Zurich in Switzerland for being a 
Baptist, with all speed to the Prussian 
capital. and I hope that under his care 
and the divine blessing, the enfeebled 
church will soon revive again. 

During my stay at Perlin I called on 
one of his majesty’s ministers, a godly 
man, who received me with much cour- 
tesy and listened with deep interest to 
my statements of the persecutions to 
which our missionaries and colporteurs 
are subjected in the provinces. I would 
fain hope that these, with the powerful 
appeals from your Board and other soci- 
eties, will have reached the king and 


that such measures will be enforced as 


shall lead to an entire cessation of such 
oppressive proceedings against a body of 
Christians, who in their moral and social 
character are behind no professing Chris- 
tians in our day. From the latest infor- 
mation received from some of our mis 
sionaries in Prussia, it appears to me 
that the government must have already 
adopted more lenient measures towards 
our body. Help us still by vour prayers, 
that the Lord may so influence the King 
of Prussia and his councillors that they 
will treat our brethren under their rule 
with that consideration, and give them 
that protection, to which they are so well 
entitled as peaceable subjects and as 
Christians. 


Churches in Oldenburg—Increase of the Ham- 
burg church, 


A particular account of the associational meeting 
at Halsbeck, written by Miss Gucken who was with 
her father, is subjoined. Of the general character of 
the meeting and the facts it brought to view, Mr. 
O. observes. 


My heart was elated with joy at what 
I heard and saw. I only wish you had 
been there, to witness with me what God 
has wrought. In the grand duchy where 
we were assembled we have now between 
three and four hundred members, and 
during the present year God has blessed 
the efforts of his servants there in an 
uncommon degree. 

From Ialsbeck I visited several other 
stations, preaching as I went along, till 
my missionary tour was cut short by 
severe indisposition which compelled me 
to return home. I am now pretty well 
again, but shall have to start soon for the 
conference of the South and Middle As- 
sociation, to be held at Eimbeck, after 
which I have to visit East Friesland, and 
still later I must once more go to Berlin. 

Ilere we continue to receive tokens of 
the divine favor, upwards of fifty believers 
having been added to us during the 
present year. We are now on the point 
of opening a day school, the first in Ger- 
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many, from which we expect the most 

happy results for our children. 

Tour into Oldenburg—Northwest Association. 
The following is Miss Oncken’s communication 

above referred to. 

Ilamburg, Sept. 21, 1852—It had 
been agreed upon at the Triennial Con- 
ference of German Baptists in Hamburg 
in 1851, that a similar meeting of the 
Northern Association should be held at 
Halsbeck, in Oldenburg, in July, 1852, 
and when the time for selecting delegates 
arrived, papa and Mr. Brann were cho- 
sen messengers of the Hamburg church. 
Several other brethren and sisters joined 
them and a pleasant party was thus 
We left Hamburg July 27 and 
atter travelling two days and two nights 
reached our last station, Westervelde, late 


formed, 


in the evening of the 29th, where br. 


Remmers, of Jever, and other Christian | 


friends awaited us, and their kind wel- 
come amply compensated for the small 
discomforts of our journey,—travelling 
in this part of the country being still 
carried on in a very primitive mode. 
The following day we were to meet at 
the chapel at Felde, a small place con- 
sisting of only a few houses between 
Westervelde and Halsbeck. 
The chapel at Felde. 

Refreshed by sweet repose, and with 
hearts full of pleasant anticipations as to 
the good things which the Lord had in 
store for us, we set out early the next 
The walk was a 
long one, but the chapel situated on an 


morning for Felde. 


elevated spot is visible at a great distance, 
and peeping out with its bright red tiles 
from the green foliage seemed now to send 
glances of encouragement across to us. 
On our arrival, we who had never seen 
the chapel were agreeably surprised by 
its appearance. 
any way remarkable, but those who 
know its history, the circumstances 
under which it was erected, the difficul- 
ties with which our brethren had to con- 
tend and the triumph granted them over 
their enemies, regard this Bethel not as 
brick and mortar merely, but as a living 
expression of devotedness to the cause of 


Germany.—Letter of Mr. Oncken. 


Not that it is in itself 


11 


the Redeemer, the devotedness of Chris- 
tians who have counted the cost and are 
willing to follow their Master through 
evil and through good report. You may 
remember that three years ago br. Kob- 
ner wrote a description of this litle 
chapel, but it is now much improved in 
appearance, and rare as such a building 
is in this part of the country the eye of 
many a traveller is arrested by it, who 
stops to inquire, “ What is this building ? ” 
And when he hears, “the Baptist chapel,” 
who knows ? may not the first inquiry 
lead to others, of the greatest moment ? 
The ground for the chapel was given by 
br. Mailau into whose garden the chapel 
shrubbery on one side leads, while on 
the other side is a large grass-plot des- 
tined to be the burial place of our breth- 


_ ren and their children, but as yet only 


two little graves may be seen there. 
The entire ground is surrounded by a 
hedge which separates it from wide corn- 
fields, where the corn was now waving 
and ripe for the sickle. 
Interesting meetings — Fruits of the gospel. 

We were met at the gate by the 
assembled brethren, and after many kind 
words and pleasant recognitions entered 
the chapel, where the morning was occu- 
pied with prayer and other devotional 
exercises. At one o'clock all adjourned 
to br. Mailau’s house and were most hos- 
pitably entertained by his good wife and 
When the meal 
was ended we sang a hymn and the 
brethren dispersed to meet again in the 
chapel at three o'clock. In the afternoon 


several other sisters. 


business was commenced and many ques- 
tions of interest were proposed, some re- 
lating to the internal affairs of certain 
churches, others to the general interests 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom; the unre- 
served interchange of thought and feel- 
ing which ensued brought out many new 
ideas which may under the divine bless- 
ing contribute to the furtherance of 
Chiist’s kingdom. On the third day of 


meeting the business was brought toa 
close, and in the afternoon the mission- 
aries met to make arrangements for the 
regular supply of preaching stations, of 
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which there area large number in Old- 
enburg, so that the labors of an additional 
missionary have long been very needful ; 
but this want is now partly met by br. 
Deney who has been recently stationed 
here. The day following was the Sab- 
bath and our parting was to be in the 
house of God. In the morning one of 
the younger missionaries preached an 
excellent sermon and in the afternoon 
papa addressed a numerous audience. 
The chapel was crowded and it was im- 
possible to contemplate the mixed multi- 
tude without emotion; here were men 
and women, formerly only known and 
dreaded for their wickedness and drunk- 
enness, now clothed and in their right 
mind, listening to the message of mercy, 
— young people, whose only delight once | 
consisted in dancing and rioting were 
here sitting at the feet of Jesus and learn- | 
ing of him, while children, the poor chil- 
dren who were long neglected in soul and | 
body, were being led to Him who suffers 
little children to come unto him. -And not 
only has the gospel brought with it to 
these dear people the hope of a future 
life but it has given zest and interest to 
the present, and it is by following them 
to their homes and witnessing the tri- 
umphs of religion there, that we are 
taught more than ever to appreciate the 
temporal blessings it confers ; for with it 
peace and comfort have entered into 
cottages which were once the abodes of 
misery and discord, but which now re- 
sound with the hymns of praise and 
thanksgiving. I must however not for- 
get to mention that our meeting was not 
without its notabilities, for here and there 
in a corner we espied a grave lawyer, a 
physician in spectacles, several clerks ; 
and even some young ladies who per- 
haps had strayed hither with the scorn- 
ful question in their heart, “Can there 
any good thing come out of Nazareth ?” 
or like Nicodemus with fear and tremb- 
ling; but be this as it may, we trust 
they left not without a blessing. After 
the afternoon service, we assembled 
round the table of the Lord, and while 
experiencing his gracious presence we 


[ January, 


rejoiced that the lines have fallen unto 

us in pleasant places and that we have a 

goodly heritage. 

Religious state of Oldenburg— Christian self- 
denial. 

The closing service was a missionary 
meeting, at which interesting communi- 
cations were made, especially with regard 
to Oldenburg, where our brethren are 
laboring with increasing success. Fifty 
years ago scarcely an orthodox clergy- 
man was to be found in the country, and 
the sentiments of Dulon, which have 
been so widely spread, serve to establish 
the rank infidelity that has gradually 
gained ground throughout the grand 
duchy. Even now, though he has for 
political reasons been compelled to leave 
the country, his adherents are still nu- 
merous, their walls are ornamented with 
likenesses of this champion of unbelief 
and their tables covered with his blas- 
phemous writings. But our brethren, 
notwithstanding this lamentable state of 
things, have much to encourage them, 
for those who have embraced the gospel 
have become very zealous supporters of 
the good cause, and being ardent, devoted 
men do much good. They have not, it 
is true, much of this world’s goods to be- 
stow, but they do what they can; one 
brother has given a bee-hive which is la- 
belled “ mission honey,” and the produce 
of which is to be sold for the benefit of 
the mission; another is rearing a calf for 
the same purpose ; a third gives one of 
our missionaries free board and lodging ; 
and all prove in some way that they have 
a heart for the glory of Him who laid 
down his life a ransom for them. 

At the close of the missionary meeting 
the shades of evening reminded us that 
it was time to separate and we parted 
with mutual regrets, but not without the 
delightful and cheering assurance that 
He who said, “I send you as sheep 
among the wolves,” will remember his 
gracious promise, “Lo, I am with you 
alway ;” and it is with this truth in their 
hearts that our brethren have returned 
to the warfare, while their last words to 
us, and through us to all who pray, “ Thy 
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kingdom come,” are, “ Pray for us that 
our faith fail not.” 

Important movements at Elberfeld and 

Cologne. 

In the following communication Mr. Oncken 
describes what it may be hoped will prove to have 
been but the beginning of an important advance 
movement. 


Elberfeld, Oct. 25, 1852.—I was 
brought here about three weeks ago in 
company with a Christian family from 
Aberdeen in Scotland, who had paid my 
family a visit at Hamburg. During my 
brief’ stay of two days I made the ac- 
quaintance of several Christians who had 
been led to see the unscriptural charac- 
ter of infant sprinkling, were almost con- 
vinced of believers’ baptism, and on the 
whole had imbibed just views of the con- 
stitution of a New ‘Testament church. I 
learned also that two religious leaders 
had already baptized upwards of 250 
individuals, but, for want of knowledge, 
in a very irregular and unscriptural 
manner. I found further that the sub- 
ject of baptism was agitating many minds 
both in the Wappershal and in the sur- 
rounding country, and that many sober 
minded Christians were only waiting for 
a regularly organized church in order to 
join it. 

Having accompanied the friends from 
Scotland as far as Coblenz, I thought it 


my duty to return to this place, hoping | 


and praying that the time might now 
have come in which it would please the 
Lord to form a church after the model 
of the first churches which were in Christ 
Jesus in Judea, 1800 years ago. On my 
return I staid two days at Cologne, 
where a little band of believers have 
seceded from the popish and protestant 
national churches, who assemble regular- 
ly at stated times during the week and 
on the Lord’s day for their edification 
and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. 
The sentiments of Mr. Darby having 
gained access among these brethren, no 
regular church has been formed by them, 
as also no person appointed to take the 
oversight of them in the Lord. It is 
however pleasing to state, that though 
these brethren have shunned Scriptural 


order in its form, in essence a church 
exists and one or two brethren preach 
and expound the Scriptures among them. 
The truth of believers’ baptism, in oppo- 
sition to Mr. Darby’s views, has also 
gained the ascendency, and out of about 
twenty-four brethren twenty have been 
immersed in the Rhine. With the lead- 
ing brother among them I had several 
interviews. 
Second visit to Elberfeld. 

Since my return here I have been 
fully occupied in preaching to lesser or 
larger assemblies, in visiting families, dis- 
tributing tracts, &c. I have had many 
opportunities of stating our views on 
every point of divine truth and on the 
constitution of our churches, and, blessed 
be God! my feeble testimony has not 
been in vain. I have already immersed 
twelve believers in the name of our 
triune, covenant God; eight were bap- 
tized last Lord’s day evening (Oct. 24) 
and four others last night, and if I judge 
rightly others will follow during this 
week. Under these circumstances I shall 
have to remain here some time longer, 
as the brethren are anxious that a regu- 
larly organized church should now be 
formed. I have also reason to conclude 
that one of the leaders to whom I have 
alluded will yet become a valuable fel- 
low laborer. He is very zealous, was 
formerly engaged first as a bible colpor- 
teur and afterwards by the Briider 
Verein (Union of Brethren,) a union of 
Christian men simply for the purpose of 
spreading the gospel without furthering 
the views of any distinct party. He was 
among the baptized last Lord’s day 
evening, and he has declared openly 
among his brethren that henceforward 
he will administer the initiating ordinance 
of Christ only by immersion. With a 
little more instruction he would make a 
valuable pioneer. 

But now comes the great difficulty. 
In the event ofa church being formed, 
who shall take the charge of it ? I need 
not say that, speaking after the manner 
of men, my presence at Hamburg is if not 


absolutely necessary much required and 
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desired; nor can we spare br. Kibner. | 
The place to be oceupied here will be | 
the most difficult in Germany. The | 
church will at first be composed of breth- 
ren who have not only enjoyed a higher | 
education than the members of most of 
our churches, but who are many of them | 
fathers in Christ, and a young inexperi- 
enced preacher would not command that 
respect which is indispensable in order to 
secure success in his oflice—Dear breth- | 
ren, help us with your prayers and sup- | 
plications. I fully believe our churches, | 
the churches of the New Testament, | 
have yet a glorious “future” in this | 
country. 

Not a few pamphlets have been called | 


forth from the pens of some of the best | 
evangelival men in the Lutheran and 
Reformed churches, opposing the truth | 
of believers’ baptism; but as all defences 
of infant sprinkling want a scriptural | 
basis, ‘hey will only conduce to the fur- 
therance of truth. 


SOUTH EASTERN FRANCE, 
CORRESPONDENCE PROM A PRISON, 


An account was given three months since, (sec 
Magazine, last vol., p. 3.) of the trial of a brother 


who had labored with much success in a new field, 


that resalted in a sentence of imprisonment. By 
the following letter which has been forwarded from 
Lyons. it will be seen that the word of God is not 


bound, but that Ile proves it to be quick and pow- 
erful even there. 


Farewell counsels—Committal to prison— 
Hardships. 


C——— prison, Oct. 2, 1852.—I take 
advantage of the present favorable oc- 
casion to advise you of my present posi- 
tion. On the 19th of September I pre- 
sided at my last meeting at G ; 
where quite a goodly number were as- 


sembled. I requested the brethren and 
sisters to remain after the meeting, and 
informed them that on the following 
morning my imprisonment was to begin. 
Our newly converted brethren shed 
tears on learning this fact. I tried to 
reassure them by many words of exhor- 
tation, reminding them that they would 
not be alone, for God would be always 


[ January, 


near them if they continued faithful. I 
read to them several passages of the 
word of God appropriate to the cireum- 


| stances, and then we bowed the knee 


tozether to invoke the power and pro- 
tection of Him who directs all things. 
Our brother 


has the good practice 
of collecting the brethren and sisters at 


_ his house every evening; they read to- 


gether a chapter of the Gospel and pray. 
I exhorted them to continue so to do, 
and above all things not to neglect Sab- 
bath meetings. 

After bidding them adieu I left for 
home. It was already night but I did 


not retire to rest. After taking leave of 


my wife and children I left for V——, 
two young brethren accompanying me. 
There I mounted the stage coach at 5 
o'clock the next morning. Arrived at 
this place I waited on the “ Procureur 
de la Republique” who gave me my ticket 
and I immediately took possession of my 
new abode. I had not thought of break- 
fasting before I entered, and was obliged 
to wait till 9 o'clock the next morning, 


when I was given a pound and a half of 


bread. By this time my appetite began 
to make itself understood. Our daily 


| nourishment consists of the beforemen- 


tioned quantity of bread distributed at 9 
o'clock, and at 10 a litthe warm water 
called soup, without salt or butter. As 
toa bed, I had better not mention it. 
On entering I had provided myself with 
my bible and two testaments. The jailer 
examined me and looked at my books, 


I was afraid I should be deprived of 


them; but after examining them the 
jailer gave them again to me, saying 
that he was well acquainted with these 
books, being himself'a Protestant. ‘This 
did not hinder him from ordering me not 
to make proselytes, but as it is our duty 
to obey God rather than man I paid 
very little attention to his prohibition. 


The bible in prison—Fruitless attempt to 
destroy its effects. 


I am happy in my present position, 
for there is no lack of work before me. 
My two testaments run from hand to 
hand; the prisoners dispute who shall 
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have them and I am often obliged to 
give up my bible also. I wish I had 
more of these precious volumes to dis- 
tribute among souls that seem so thirsty 
for the word of God. The day of my 
entrance into prison, I saw these poor 
prisoners tired of themselves, disputing, 
fizhting, blaspheming the holy name of 
God, enough to make one tremble; my 
cars were torn with it and my heart op- 
pressed. But at present things are al- 
tered. 
around me while in a low voice I read 
to them a chapter trom the holy Word. 

A woman, belonging to a society called 
in the Roman church “sisters of the 


” 
congregation ot St. Joseph, comes every 


morning into the prison courteaand makes 
a prayer aloud. To induce the prisoners 
to listen more attentively she distributes 
among them a few sous which serve to 
buy them tobacco and sometimes bread. 
Daring this service I retire upon a stair- 
case apart, with seven or eight persons 
who have renounced the alms of the 
“sister” in order to listen to the chap- 
ter I read and the prayer which I offer 
On the 27th of Sep- 
tember L was accused of having made 


ina loud voice. 


signs to some of the prisoners to follow 
me upon the staircase so as not to listen 
to the prayer of the “sister.” She un- 
doubtedly thought that by making this 
accusation she would have me put into a 
solitary cell; but she did not succeed, 
for all the prisoners testified that I was 
rejoiced when any one followed me upon 
the staircase, but that I never tried to 
constrain any. Satan always does a 
work which deceives him ; since this ac- 
eusation more than thirty have aban- 
doned the prayer of the “sister,” per- 
ceiving that she calls to her aid malice 
and falsehood. May the Lord pardon 
and enlighten her. 
A contented mind— A distinguished prisoner. 
I can now clearly understand that the 
Lord permitted me to come into prison 
for my good and his own glory; tor here 
behind these bolts I can meditate upon 
his mercy and goodness to me in giving 
me the strength and resignation essential 


These wretched beings assemble | 


ject of the resurrection. 


France.— Correspondence from a Prison. 15 


to support my present position, when 
formerly I was so weak and wavering. 
It is true my privations and sufferings 
are great, but the contentment that God 
gives me far surpasses my sufferings, so 
that I am always victorious over Satan 
my enemy. 

When TIentered the prison I found 
myself in company with the Baron de —, 
a member of several learned societies. 
The first day I durst not announce the 
holy word before him. In prayer the 
next morning I earnestly asked the Lord 
to give me strength to vanquish all diffi- 
culties that might hinder me from preach- 
ing the gospel. On going into the court 
yard I addressed the baron on the sub- 
IIe answered 
me a few words but very coldly. Nowise 
discouraged I several times spoke to him 
upon serious matters. On the 28th of 
September as I retired to my staircase 
what was my surprise to see coming with 
the others the baron. I did not know 
what chapter to choose, but opening at 
hazard I read Matt. xix. The baron 
knelt down with us, and after the prayer 
the venerable man (he is more than 
sixty-five years old,) arose and embraced 
me, large tears escaping from his eyes. 
The same day he paid seventy-five franes 
for a poor man, the father of five chil- 
dren, who was imprisoned for that sum. 
I afterwards spoke frequently with this 
gentleman, but at present he is by him- 
self and we cannot see him, a circum- 
stance which I regret very much. lis 
imprisonment is to last until the close of 
May. There is also a Spanish officer 
who joyfully reads the holy gospel, often 
with tears. 

I write you sitting on the stone floor 
and writing on a stone bench. Pray for 
me and for these dear prisoners. 

Christian boldness—The bereaved flock. 

Our correspondent who forwards the foregoing, 
says: 

In the early part of October I left 
home to visit this brother and the young 
believers whose under shepherd is now 
in prison. After considerable difliculty 


I gained access to the jailer’s apartment 
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where was permitted to come to 
meet me. His countenance was cheerful 
and his health good. Ile spent about 
twenty minutes in conversation, but it 
was under much restraint, inasmuch as 
the jailer seated himself about three feet 
from us and narrowly watched every 
word and act. The brother mentioned 
to me his encouragement in the work 
of evangelization among the prisoners, 
whereupon the jailer harshly interrupted 
him— 

“Yes, and the prefect has learned 
something about your preaching in prison, 
and he has said that if you do not cease 
it he will order you to be put ina cell 
by yourself.” 

To this replied with a boldness 
which astonished me, 

“You know, sir, it is written, Acts 
v, that we should obey God rather 
than men ; and I cannot but preach the 
gospel to those around me.” 

“ When you are out of doors,” return- 
ed the jailer, in a tone which implied 
that he had taken no offence, “ you can 
proselyte as much as you choose ; but in 
prison it is not allowed.” 

On the following day I visited the lit- 
tle flock some thirty miles distant. They 
manifested great joy on seeing me, 
though they had never before seen my 
face. I learned that thus far they had 
worked worthy of their vocation and that 
none had apostatized, although they have 
been severely tempted both by the cler- 
gy and by the civil authorities. The 
mayor of the village who had permitted 
them to hold their meetings has been 
displaced at the instigation of the clergy, 
and has been replaced by a man bitterly 
opposed to the gospel. I met with the 
brethren, amounting in number to ten or 
twelve, in a private house occupied by 
one of them, and they appeared most 
gladly to receive the word. All the 
brethren and sisters of that village and 
of a village in the neighborhood meet 
together every evening for reading the 
Scriptures and prayer. Oa the Lord's 
day they aiso hold a meeting in a tene- 
ment for which out of their extreme 


(January, 


poverty they pay fifty franes per annum. 
Though they are all but babes in Christ, 
it not being a year since the conversion 
of any of them, they conduct the meet- 
ings themselves. Their auditors average 
about thirty in number. Mockings and 
calumny seem to be their lot. 


Meetings prohibited —Their enemies troubled 
—Converts. 


I was informed that the mayor of the 
next village would know before retiring 
to rest of my having conducted the meet- 
ing the evening I was there, but I had 
no fear of arrest, inasmuch as I expected 
by sunrise the following morning to be 
far away from the town. These dear 
brethren were much in want of bibles, 
testaments and tracts, but I have made 
arrangements for their supply. They 
have great need of the sympathies and 
prayers of their brethren in more favored 
situations, more especially as I learn that 
the procureur has forbidden the continu- 
ance of their meetings. 

I learned also during my visit that one 
of the bitterest witnesses against at 
his trial was a woman who since his con- 
demnation has become a lunatic. On 
her return from the trial her conscience 
so reproached her for her false deposition 
that she was unable to resume her duties. 
She had left home and family and at the 
time of my visit had not been heard of fora 
week. Her husband, who had at the insti- 
gation of the clergy induced her to ren- 
der this testimony, is so troubled by all 
the results of the trial that many regard 
him as insane. The false deposition re- 
ferred to was the following: ske stated 
that declared publicly that “ the 
Romanist religion is a relicion of Satan ;” 
whereas he really said, “ The Romanists 
will tell you that the religion I announce 
is a religion of Satan.” 

In addition to the number already bap- 
tized there are five who are received for 
baptism and six or seven who give evi- 
dence of a work of grace in their hearts, 
but with commendable prudence on the 
part of those already baptized, they pro- 
pose deferring baptisms for some time to 
come. 


| 
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Since my return I have received a 
letter from br. ,from which I make 
the following extracts. 


Second letter from prison—Four prisoners 
made “free indeed.” 


Oct. 19, 1852.—I am happy to be 
able to write you a few lines from my 
bleak prison where I find myself so con- 
tented, so happy that the Lord has 
thought me worthy to suffer for his holy 
name. The harvest is great but there 
are few laborers. Let us pray the Mas- 
ter to send faithful laborers to work in 
his harvest. Satan’s work always de- 
ceives him. His workmen have tried 
every possible means to have me shut 
up alone, in order to arrest the word of 
the Lord in this poor aurergne ; not 
knowing that here also the Lord has his 
elect children. They know not that the 
Lord Jesus came upon earth to save just 
such poor sinners; they are ignorant of 
the mercy and goodness of the Saviour. 
But glory, honor, and praise be given 
from the highest heaven to Him who so 
loved the world as to give his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 
him should not perish, but should have 
life everlasting ! 

Four poor prisoners have found grace 
of the Lord, and they rejoice in being 
able to join their voices with mine in 
sending up thanks to the throne of the 
heavenly grace; and we occupy ourselves 
every day and all the day in searching 
for instruction in the word of God. Not- 
withstanding the prohibition of the Pro- 
cureur de la Republique and of the jailer 
to read the Scriptures or to pray, we 
continue todo so. I am often threatened 
with confinement alone in a cell, but the 
Lord has not yet thought me worthy to 
endure so much for his name’s sake and 
has not sent me there, although I have 
no doubt that before the end of my term 
the threatening will be fulfilled. May 
the will of the Lord be done and not 
mine. I have not yet suffered unto 
blood. * * * 


During the celebration of the mass I 
am shut up on my narrow staircase, with 
my four new brethren and five others 
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who are inquiring. The guardian thinks 
he punishes us in so doing; but on the 
contrary it gives us pleasure to be able 
without interruption to raise our thoughts 
and souls in prayer to God,—for we 
know that where two or three are gath- 
ered in his name, Ile is there in the midst 
of them. These have all renounced the 
few sous distributed at this time to the 
prisoners, that would often serve them 
to buy a little bread, which in no wise 
superabounds. * * * 

I write this in haste and in secret up- 
on a step of the staircase. Our new 
brethren in the faith salute you, and we 
would once more commend ourselves to 
your prayers. 

GREECE, 

LETTER FROM MR. ARNOLD. 
Climate of Athens — Religious services. 
Athens, Sept. 15, 1852.— We spent 

the month of June at the Pirwus, ex- 
changing houses with our fellow laborers 
for that period. The summer has been 
an uncommonly warm one. About the 
beginning of August we found ourselves 
so much overcome by it that we felt it 
our duty to seek relief in the country if 
But it is still more difficult 
here thanin Corfu to find a healthful and 
safe country residence in the vicinity of 
the city; and the weather becoming 
cocler we found ourselves less in need of 
the change. Since the present month 
opened however, the heat has again 
returned. The thermometer seldom rises 
above 84°, but on the other hand, it sel- 
dom falls below 80° by day or by night. 
While I am writing (at 8 P. M.) it 
stands at 81°. But as there is a little 
more motion in the air than usual, this is 
one of our more comfortable evenings. 

The regular services have been main- 
tained through the summer. Indeed, the 
Sabbath service has been interrupted but 
once since I began it here on the first of 
November; and then (Feb. 22d ) a very 
violent storm of rain at the hour of our 
service hindered my little congregation 


possible. 


| 
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from assembling. The number through 
the summer has been small, averaging 
but seven Greeks, but for the last few 
weeks it has been somewhat larger, or 
about ten. I have once or twice had as 
many as twenty hearers; but this num- 
ber includes some too young to profit, 
and others who are not Greeks. The 
bible class has been continued two even- 
ings in a week until within a few weeks 
past. The number of regular attendants 
is so small, that I thought it right to con- 
fine it to one evening in the week until 
the weather becomes cooler and the 
evenings are longer. It were certainly 
wrong not to desire earnestly and seck of 
God in earnest prayer at all times, that 
his word preached may be the power of 


God to the salvation of the hearers; but | 


we are sometimes apt to regard it as no 
inconsiderable thing ifa little congrega- 
tion can be kep* together and the service 
regularly maintained during the months 
of excessive heat, so exhausting to both 


body and spirit. 


Personal matters. 


Mr. Arnold's house was entered one night and 
the losa of which affected 
him less on account of their intrinsic value than as 


robbed of some articles, 


being mementocs of friends, and incapable of re- 
placing. At this writing no clue had been obtained 
of the burglars. 


Dr. Hackett [of the Newton Theolog- 
ical Institution, ] arrived at the Pirseus on 
the 17th of June, and left on the 28th. 
His visit was not only a rich personal 
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Marsh’s visit has brought the subject 
again under newspaper discussion, but, as 
he had no formal communication with 
the Greek government, a variety of 
constructions have been given to his visit 
to Athens —some denying altogether that 
it had anything to do with the business of 
Dr. King. 


REPORT OF O, KYNEGOS, 


Mr. Arnold forwards a translation of a quarterly 
report by Mr. Kynegos, from which we make the 
following extracts. 


Skepticism among the Athenians. 

Only a few of the inhabitants of Athens 
are Athenians by birth; those few are 
the most ignorant and superstitious of all 
the inhabitants, and by consequence the 
only ones that remain steadfast in the 
doctrines and ordinances of the Eastern 
church. The rest of the inhabitants are 


| from various parts of independent Greece 


gratification to us, but a spiritual refresh- | 


ment; and left behind it a precious 
savor, in which our Greek brethren also 
participated. lis earnest and impres- 
sive parting address to us all, at the com- 
munion season, and the social evening that 
followed it when he was ready to depart on 
the morrow, are embalmed in our memo- 
ries. He won a place in the hearts of 
our Greek brethren, and enlarged his 
place in ours. May I not turn the words 
of Paul to another sense, and say, “ The 
Lord reward him according to his work.” 

Dr. King has resumed in a quiet way, 
his regular Sabbath service. 
no movement towards executing the sen- 
tence of his expulsion from Greece. Mr. 


There is 


and of the provinces yet under the Turk- 
ish yoke, and these form the noblest and 
best educated portion of the inhabitants. 
All these with the exception of a very 
few belonging to the Roman Catholic 
church, are adherents of the Eastern 
Chureh, but by no means steadfast in its 
doctrines and ordinances. They are 
Christians only in form and practise the 
rites of their worship only from the in- 
fluence of custom, while in their inward 
convictions they agree with those skepti- 
cal Germans who came to Greece with 
King Otho. 
various professions and are consequently 
brought into communication with all 
orders of the inhabitants, and are thus 
enabled to sow successfully the deadly 
seeds of their impiety and unbelief. 
Besides this evil, there is likewise that 
proceeding from the teaching of the dif- 
ferent professors in the university, which 
is full of the philosophical ideas of Ger- 
man skepticism. This evilis the greater 
of the two, inasmuch as by means of the 
students infidelity has entered into the 
bosom of the family ; and now one sees 
women, who a few years ago were super- 
stitious in the extreme, doubting the very 
truth of the Christian religion. Such is 


These Germans belong to 
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at the present day the religious condition 
of the inhabitants of Athens, who bear 
the holy and sacred name of Christians, 
and unhappily this corrupt state of things 


increases so much the more, as some of 


the ministers of religion even, have been 
led astray by the soul-corrupting doc- 
trines of this foolish German wisdom. 


Examples. 


Fifteen days ago I happened to meet 
in a reading room a priest of the better 


educated class. He was reading at the 


moment a periodical published here en- | jad indeed fabulous and unworthy ideas 


In this periodi- | 


titled “ The Memorial.” 
cal there was an article on the religious 
condition of Germany in particular, and 
in general on the tendency to infidelity 
which the writer attributed to all profess- 
ing the Lutheran doctrine. This article 
made an impression on the priest, and 
he was considering whether the name 
infidel was justly or unjustly applied to 
those who do not believe the Christian 
religion. This I learned afterwards from 
himself. 

Whilst he was reading, I was standing 
by him reading “ The People’s Journal.” 
After he had finished the reading of the 
aforesaid article he said to me, “ Have 
you read this article ?” 

* Yes,” [I answered; “and in part I 
think it very just, that is, so far as re- 
gards the infidelity of the Germans.” 
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that he believes in the Almighty Lord, 
because this Almighty Lord, who is in- 
deed the maker of all that exists, is only 
by revealed religion made known to men 
as He truly is. And itis evident that, 
whatever true ideas the German philoso- 
phers of the present day have concerning 
God, they derived these from revealed 
religion, which they in their folly now 
call a fable and a fiction. Before the 
time of this religion, which we have re- 
ceived from our merciful Redeemer, all 


| men,—even the greatest philosophers, — 


in regard to the Maker of the world. 
How, then, can any one believe in God, 
without believing in the inspiration of 
that book, which alone teaches us truly 
and plainly what God is? How could 
you know what you now know of God, if 
you had not been instructed by this very 
book ¥—unless perhaps you were born a 
foolish philosopher from your mother’s 
womb. And as to your second argu- 
ment, that the Jews were never called 
infidels because they worshipped only 
one person of the Holy Trinity, I can 
only say to you what Moses, who lived 
so many years before the coming of 
Christ, said concerning him to the Jews, 
to whom he made known the holy name 


| of God: *The Lord said unto me—I will 
| raise up unto them a Prophet from the 


“Ts it your opinion then,” said he, | 


“that the philosophizing Germans, who 
do not receive spurious fables, are infi- 
dels ?” 

* Yes,” answered, “ for asa Christian 
I regard every man as an infidel who 


and the Germans say that revealed re- 
ligion is a fable invented by tho apostles.” 

“ But is it right,” said he, “ to call any 
man an infidel who believes in the Al- 
mighty Lord our God? And were the 
Jews, so long as they remained steadfast 
in their religion, ever accused by the 
prophets of infidelity ? Neither did Christ 
himself ever accuse them as infidels.” 

“ No one,” I answered, “ who does not 
believe in revealed religion can truly say 


midst of their brethren, like unto you. 
and I will put my words into his mouth, 
and he shall speak unto them all which I 
command him; and whosoever will not 
obey my words, which he shall speak in 
my name, I will require it of him’ 


| (Deut. xviii. 17, 18, 19.) Now, the 
does not believe in divine revelation, | 


Prophet foretold by Moses is, as all the 
prophets witness, the Lord Jesus. And 
according to the word of God, whoever 
will not obey this prophet, is regarded ag 
an enemy of God; and this is a worse 
name than infidel. But what said Christ 
to the Jews? ‘Ye neither know me 
nor my Father. If ye had known me 


ye should have known my Father also.’ 
According to this word, since the Jewg 
did not believe in Christ, neither did 
they believe in Gad how, then, do you 
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say that the Jews were not accused by 
Christ of being infidels ?” 

“T understand all that you say,” he 
answered, “ but I can never believe that 
the Word of God became flesh in order 
to teach men the truth, which man can 
learn by the use of the powers which 
God has given him; or by a certain 
general divine inspiration, without the 
need that God should become incarnate 
and be sacrificed as a malefactor on the 
cross.” Thus much he had said, when 
another neighbor of ours coming in, be- 
fore whom he was afraid to expose him- 
self in so free a manner, he became 
silent and soon went away. 

The other day I had a conversation, 
in the reading room of Mr. S. Z., with a 
young man, who as a disciple of the 
monks began to defend the monastic 
order as necessary to the Christian re- 
ligion. With him I had a long dispute 
in regard to various doctrines of the 
Eastern church, inasmuch as he began 
to maintain the opinion of those who 
aflirm that the people of the east cannot 
worship God without material helps. 
After I had shown him by many passages 
of Scripture the falsity of such worship, 
he said to me, “ You must know, Sir, 
that I am of the sect of the philosophers, 
as every rational man must be ; but since 
the people have not yet become rational, 
they must remain steadfast in the reli- 
gion which was taught by their fathers.” 
Having said this he walked proudly off. 

I bring forward also another example, 
which is still worse, because the words 
which I shall record were spoken by a 
woman, the mother of three children and 
without any pretensions to superior edu- 
cation. Ten days ago, at the house of a 
friend of mine, we were talking about 
the deceiver Christopher. We were 
six in number, three men and three wo- 
men. I said to them that the monk was 
not sincere in the object of his preaching, 
and this shows him to be an enemy of 
religion; for the true preacher of the 


* A monk who lately raised an insurrection in 
one of the provinces, by giving out that the govern- 
ment was conspiring against the Greck religion. 
See Mag., last vol., p. 370. 
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divine word does not meddle with poli- 
tics, but he ought rather to exhort peo- 
ple to obey the governing power, as the 
divine word commands. In support of 
this I brought forward other reasons. 
They assented and censured the monk 
very severely. 

But after I had done speaking, the 
woman I mentioned replied: “ For my 
part I have a great respect for Christo- 
pher because I have heard of many 
miracles which he has performed, and I 
do not hesitate to believe that he is a 
holy man and has a divine commission. 
And I disapprove the conduct of those 
who overthrew him in order that they 
might have liberty to change the laws 
concerning religion. For this reason 
and this alone the government put down 
Christopher. The time will come how- 
ever, when he will show them that he is 
indeed a holy man.” 

She then said to me, “I beg you, sir, 
as one better informed than the rest of 
us here, to,tell me what you think. Shall 
we have monks in Paradise, or not?” 
In reply I said to her: “ Madam, I am 
not one of your saints. Ask Saint Chris- 
topher to give you whatever information 
you need on this subject. He, as a holy 
man with a divine commission, as you 
say, will know whether you will have 
monks in Paradise, provided you get 
there. For my part, in answer to your 
question, I can only tell you to take the 
gospel in your hands, and from that you 
may learn all that a reasonable person 
needs to know concerning Paradise.” 

“J have no pleasure at all,” she said, 
in reading the gospel, for in that I read 
the same things forever and ever; and 
besides this, I cannot understand things 
that are contrary to the order of nature. 
I, sir, have for a gospel the firmament 
with its numerous worlds.” 


Then follows a rhapsody which the woman seemed 
to mistake for reasoning. But after having expressed 
faith in miracles wrought by the monk Christopher, 
her objections to the New Testament are hardly 
worth reporting. 


Such are the Christians with whom 
we have our daily conversations. We 


| 
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try to bring into the way of truth those 
who boast of their orthodoxy, while in 
fact they do not believe the truth of the 
Christian religion. 

When I left this house and returned to 
my own, I began to reflect on what I 
had heard from the mouth of this woman. 
What wretched impiety, said I to myself, 
such a woman as this will instil into her 
children! How can she make them fear 
God, if she does not give them the word 
of truth to read? Considering these 
things, I prayed to our God who will 
have all men to be saved, that he would 
send down upon this people the Spirit of 
truth, and bring them to the full knowl- 
edge of divine truth. The Lord grant 
that I may see that blessed and happy 
period, when the nations that are now in 
idolatry and impiety shall receive the word 
of truth, and earth become like heaven. 

But in order that we may be accounted 
worthy to receive this blessing, we must 
pray without ceasing; for so shall we 
become holier and nearer to God. 
Prayer is the life of the devout Christian ; 
and as the body, when the soul departs, 
dies and corrupts, so also the soul of that 
man who does not love prayer is dead, 
and wretched and corrupt. May the 
Lord by his grace vouchsafe to us to 
cherish, as long as we live, a lively love 
for prayer; for without this there can be 
nothing good or savingin us. ‘To Him be 
glory, honor, and worship forever. Amen. 


SANDOWAY MISSION, 
JOURNAL OF MR. VAN METER. 


Tn the following journal a full account is given of 
the visit of Messrs. Abbott and Van Meter to Bassein 
and of their temporary settlement there, brictly al- 
luded to in our last number. They left Maulmain July 


that the steamer Tenasserim was to leave on the 7th 
for Bassein via Maulmain. Having secured passage 
in her they made a hasty visit to the mission 
schools, &c., at Rangoon, and then returned to 
Maulmain, whence they again set out on the 10th 


Bassein at first sight. 

July 11, 1852. Sabbath.—Reached 
Diamond Island at 6 P. M. Weather very 
pleasant since leaving Amherst. We 
had a very fine run from mouth to mouth 
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3d, reached Rangoon on the Sth, where they learned | 
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in thirty-two hours, the distance some 200 
miles. Anchored at the mouth of the 
river,—a beautiful harbor. 

12.—Anchored off Bassein at 1 P. M., 
distance seventy miles. The appearance 
of the country on either bank is very 
pleasant and inviting, more so than any 
river I have yet seen in India. Was dis- 
appointed in the appearance of Bassein, 
scarcely any elevation in or near the site 
of the town. Ruins of houses, stockades, 
and fortifications are visible in every di- 
rection. The town is hidden from view 
by a high massive brick wall, extending 
for nearly a mile along the river on the 
east side. Some houses are left on either 
side of this fortification, but every thing 
is swept clean infront of it. Upon going 
on shore found the place little more in- 
viting within than without. Numbers of 
beautiful trees had been destroyed by the 
Burmese, and the English, as a pruden- 
tial measure, were cutting down the re- 
mainder. Hardly a house was left stand- 
ing excepting those occupied by the troops 
and their oflicers; these were principally 
old kyoungs. The fortification, as stat- 
ed, is of massive brick work, at least in 
front and to a considerable distance on 
both sides, extended however by means 
of stockade work. The whole area thus 
enclosed is about one square mile. Be- 
fore and at some distance from each of 
the gateways, is a mass of almost solid 
masonry, ten or fifteen feet in thickness. 
The entrances are passages of solid brick 
work, about ten feet wide, fifteen feet 
high, and thirty feet long. There are 
many paved brick walks in the town, and 
some extending a good distance outside, 
now much out of repair, lined on both 
sides with pagodas, idol temples, kyoungs, 
A large pagoda, said to be 100 feet 
high, stands on an elevated platform con- 
nected with the front wall, just about 
facing the centre of the town. It has 
been recently gilded, and looks quite im- 
posing at a distance. 


Reception by the Karens—Kindness of English 
officers. 


As soon as we had come to anchor 
br. Abbott sent off the few Karens 
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that had come with us, to learn if there 
were any others in or near the city. They 
soon came back accompanied by several 
whom they found residing here. The 
meeting was an unexpected and happy 
one. Shway Wing, the “ young chief” 
of former days, is now in great favor with 
most of the oflicers, and has been ap- 
pointed head-man of all the Karens and 
Shans in this part of the country. He 
has a great deal to do also in supplying 
provisions for the oflicers and men. He 
is the same uncompromising Christian as 
ever. Immediately on our arrival he 
sent off men in various directions to tell 
that the teachers had come to Bassein. 

Our first object now was to find a good 
locality for residence. We found a good 
substantial kyoung, almost new, standing 
in a beautiful grove only a short distance 
from the south gate of the town. I must 
not forget to mention the very considerate 
conduct of General Godwin toward us 
to-day. Just before reaching this place 
he came and inquired very kindly about 
the health of Mr. Abbott, remarked the 
severity of his cough, inquired about 
our intentions, and if there was any 
thing he could do for us. He said fur- 
ther, that he would speak to the oflicer 
in command here to aid us in securing a 
place of residence. I should mention, 
also, that yesterday one of the staff ofli- 
cers expressed a deep interest in our 
work, and inquired how he could aid us, 
observing that he had a handsome allow- 
ance, and had no object in laying up 
money. 

13.—Called on Major Roberts, the 
officer in command, and were very kind- 
ly received. He at once granted our re- 
quest for the kyoung above mentioned, or 
any other building not yet occupied that 
might suit our purpose, and kindly prof- 
fered his aid in any way that it might be 
needed. A pious officer of the 51st Eu- 
ropean, also gave us a very warm recep- 
tion, and pressed us earnestly to tell him 
of any way he could serve us. He took 
a deep interest in the Karen Christians 
from the first, and sent orders to Maul- 
main for books, some of which he had re- 
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ceived and distributed before we came ; 
he is expecting another box shortly. 
Some pious European soldiers were also 
much rejoiced to learn that we had come. 
Buildings—Karens coming in—Ignorance and 
docility of the Pwos. 

14.—The “ Seostris ” left early for Ran- 
goon, having the general and staff’ on 
board. I spent most of the day on shore 
superintending the demolishing of a large 
good kyoung, for the sake of getting ma- 
terials to finish the one of which we had 
taken possession. I felt almost guilty in 
thus destroying the property of others, 
but it is the order of the day, all the roof 
having been stripped from the one we 
occupy only a few days before our arri- 
val. The Karens have begun to come in 
already, both preachers and people. Had 
a respectable congregation this evening. 
Br. Abbott spoke to them a short time, 
but with difliculty as he is suffering again 
with a bad throat. 

15.—Still busy in bringing materials 
from the kyoung above mentioned. All 
the kyoungs here are of timber, and they 
are neither few nor small. There is an- 
other large one standing in the same en- 
closure with ours, which though quite 
old will answer very well for a school 
room, boarding house, &c., for the Ka- 
rens. A large amount of timber has been 
put into the different stockades, and 
buildings of all kinds have suflered a 
common destruction for the sake of the 
common defence. Brother Abbott was 
not able to go on shore this evening. I 
had the pleasure of addressing a congre- 
gation of at least sixty, among whom 
were three ordained preachers, Myat 
Keh, Poh Kway and Shway Bo; the 
last is a Pwo man. 

16.—People continue to come in from 
the villages around, one, two, and three 
days’ distance. Many of them are Pwos, 
and never before saw a teacher of the 
religion of Christ. The Pwo assistants 
are but few, and live some distance above 
Basscin, and none of them have as yet 
extended their labors thus far. I have 
been astonished to find that almost every 
Pwo who has yet come in is as ignorant 
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of God and true religion as the most be- 
nighted tribes of Africa. When ques- 
tioned as to these things their reply is, 
“ We know nothing of God or religion 
but the worship of pagodas, and idols, 
and poongyees,” and yet very few of 
those I have yet seen are idolaters. When 
asked why they, knowing that the Sgaus 
worshipped the true God and had a “ holy 
book,” had not worshipped the same 
God, they reply, “ Ilow could we with- 
out ateacher? We have never seena 
teacher who could speak our language. 
But now,” they say, “since the teacher 
has come we will ail become Christians.” 
Burmese fort~Apprehension of Burmese 
soldiers. 

I visited the “ mud fort” this evening, 
where so many of the Burmese were 
killed in the late assault by the English. 
It must cover an area of some four or 
five acres, and has a large tank near the 
centre, intended to destroy the effect of 
the shells thrown from the ships! The 
whole was built in two months, from 1000 
to 1500 men being employed on it. The 


front was protected by a novel kind of | 
chevaur de frise made of bamboos firmly , 


twisted and bound together at the base, 
but bristling with points as thickly as a 
porcupine’s back with quills. As usual, 
however, the English took the liberty of 
selecting their own road, and all this ex- 
penditure of labor was worse than use- 
less; the place became a snare, and the 
common grave of very many who aided 
in building it. 

Addressed the people again this eve- 
ning,—their numbers still increasing. It 
was after dark, and the Karens who came 
to bring me off to the steamer were more 
than once on the point of turning back, 
afraid “ the foreigners would shoot them.” 
It is very unpleasant to have to live on 
board ship at such a time instead of being 
constantly with the people. And yet, 
unless we could get within the stockade 
at night, this is much the pleasantest 
place for a quiet night’s rest; there is no 
knowing how near a band of Burmese 
soldiers or robbers may be. If our house 
were in order, however, we would go into 
it at once. 
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17.—Brother Abbott still unable to go 
on shore. The Karens that brought me 
off to the steamer this morning talked 
like so many overjoyed children about 
their teacher. “ He is a Mootee teacher, 
—talks Mootee language,” &e. One of 
them wished to know if I would not go 
and live in their village ; said they would 
“build me a great large house ;” wanted 
to know when the “mamma” would 
come. Every one, almost, inquires 
about the “mamma.” Shway Bo had to 
return to-day, as word had come that the 
Burmese troops were approaching his 
village. Those living above here are 
very anxious to have the steamer go up 
and drive away the Burmese. They are 
said to be 2000 strong, distant only about 
one day’s journey. Several companies 
have come in to-day, one numbering fif- 
teen persons, three of them preachers. 

A great work to be done for the FPwos-— 
Where are the laborers ? 

18. Sabbath.—Met for the first time 
in the new house. It is but partly cov- 
ered. Found the covered room, which 
is some fifteen by thirty feet, much too 
small; there were about seventy crowded 
into it, and at least twenty in the adjoining 
part and around outside ;—no women or | 
young children present. Some eight or 
ten were preachers. Tad an interesting 
season; spoke from the ciii Psalm. A 
large number of Pwos present, substan- 
tial, honest looking men. Most of them 
say, “True, we are not worshippers ; 
how could we worship without a teach- 
er?” All seem ready to enter the king- 
dom at once, but want a guide. Where 
shall the preachers come from? O that 
the Lord of the harvest would raise up 
and send forth laborers into his harvest, 
apparently so ready for the reaper! I 
am anxious to have a class of young 
men in training as soon as possible. Two 
or three assistants have come in from 
Arracan. They say that the people are 
all on the move “ for the east.” We tell 
them to wait awhile, and on no account 
tocome yet. I begin now to feel that 
there is work: for me here. 

20.—Have been on shore all day and 
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taken meals in regular native style, with- 
out knife, fork or spoon. Mau Yeh, an- 
other of the preachers, came in to-day with 
a number of new Pwos. The latter were 
anxious to know what our religion re- 
quired, and whether they must worship 
the priests or not. They seemed much 
surprised when told that “ priests” were 
just like other men, and that none but 
God should be worshipped. 
Life on shipboard—Karen joinery—Relief of 
the assistants. 

For the past two weeks our situation 
has been peculiar. We have been liv- 
ing on board a war steamer with every- 
thing in readiness for action. And now 
we have a little more of this than ever, 
as this has become the “ guard ship” since 
the departure of the Seostris. The morn- 
ing, evening and 9 P.M. gunsare fired— 
the latter thirty-two pounders—and make 
a disagreeable noise to one not accus- 
tomed to such sounds. Although we 
would not have chosen such a situa- 
tion, could it have been avoided, it has 
not been unpleasant, as we have uni- 
formly met with the kindest and most 
respectful treatment from all the oflicers. 

23.—For two days have been wholly 
occupied on the house; there is a good 
deal yet to be done, and not a carpenter 
to be had. Some twenty Karens are on 
hand, all very willing to help in their 
way. They are useful in heavy and 
rough work, but for any thing else, one 
had almost better do it all for himself. 
They have already broken my circular 
saw, two chisels, hatchet handle, &c. Not- 
withstanding all this it would be very 
hard to do without them, especially as 
they work for nothing and find them- 
selves. 

Brother Abbott came on shore yester- 
day morning very much improved. Had 
worship last evening for the first time in 
the larger part of our building, which we 
have appropriated fora chapel. It is a 
fine room, thirty feet by fifty. The part 
which we shall occupy is about half the 
size, and was formerly used by the poong- 
yees as a dormitory and place of deposit 
for idols, cases of sacred books, &c. 


[January, 


After the service last evening there 
was a meeting of native preachers. 
Twelve were present. ‘The four ordain- 
ed preachers, Tway Poh, Mau Yeh, Myat 
Keh and Poh Kway, had been appointed 
a committee to inquire of all the assist- 
ants as to their losses during the recent 
troubles and their present needs. The 
case of each was taken up separately, 
and recorded in due form. The result 
was that some two hundred rupees were 
asked for to be divided among fifteen as- 
sistants. This sum, it must be remem- 
bered, is all that they have received for 
almost two years, Mr. Beecher having 
been unable to reach the place of the 
last annual meeting before they had to 
return in consequence of the turn affairs 
had taken in Burmah. 

School, mission house and chapel—Interest- 
ing services—Precious fruits. 

Arrangements were made to-day for 
the school. None of the Sgaus who can- 
not read are to come. An exception 
will be made in favor of Pwos. We do 
not wish a great multitude here, but tell 
them to select from each village three or 
four of their most promising boys that are 
most anxious to learn, and send them here 
by the next full moon. 

26.—By working hard until the last 
moment on Saturday, sueceeded in en- 
closing the chapel and a tolerably com- 
fortable room for each of us. Several 
of the assistants and others came last 
evening after worship to ask if there was 
more work to be done; if not, they must 
return to-morrow. I must now let work 
alone for a while, and give all the time to 
talking with the people, whostill come in 
in small companies, two or three daily. 

Mr. Abbott came off on Saturday, and 
brought all his things, his health much 
improved. He was able to preach on 
Saturday evening, and twice yesterday, 
and does not seem the worse for it this 
morning. Hada delightful Sabbath. The 
day was very pleasant, and this increased 
the cheering effect of the deeply inter- 
esting services. The congregation con- 
sisted principally of Christian Sgau Ka- 
rens, who have been collecting here for 
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several days past. Immediately after 
each service I got the Pwos around me, 
and read and talked with them about the 
great and living God and the dying Sa- 


viour. Must always begin with the first | 


elements of Christianity in talking with 
these people. The progress is slow at 
first, as many words and phrases have to 
be explained, and this difliculty is in- 
creased by the fact that the book dialect 
differs from that spoken by the people in 
this section of the country. 

There is a great Pwo population east 
and north of Bassein, and there are not 


a few below also. On the west, or Ar- 


| 


racan side, the Sgaus are more numerous. | 


Upon inquiring of those who come from 
the east and north, their common reply 
is, “ Mootee ma le,” which is about equiv- 
alent to saying, “{none but Mootees.” 

29.—I have a number of interesting de- 
tails which I may send at another time. 
Since the last date one or two companies 
of Pwos have come in daily. The most 
interesting company came in last night. 
They are all Christians, and came with 
Tha Bwa, the assistant who has been 
acting as a missionary the past year. 
Several young men have come with him, 
all of whom can read. Ile says that in 
that village, Kyoung Ta, there are fifty- 
two who are worshippers, but have not 
yet been baptized. One of the old men 
who came with him wept for joy; his 
heart seems too full for utterance. Here 
O, may it be in- 
They have a 
good school in the village. The other 
Pwo assistants, two of them at least, are 
so far up that they dare not move, and 
are constantly subject to oppressions and 
exactions by the Burmese. 


is some precious fruit. 
creased a thousand fold! 


LETTER FROM MR. ABROTT, 
Mr. Abbott under date of July 24 gives some 
highly interesting views of the 
State of Karen churches. 
Nearly all the native preachers have 
been in, and given accounts of their re- 
spective churches and labors. Five na- 


tive preachers have died this year, includ- 


Sandoway.—Letter of Mr. Abbott. 25 


ing Myat Kyau, the first ordained Karen 
pastor. All these with one exception 
died of cholera, and they were all valua- 
ble men. Ihave not time to give fur- 
ther particulars. A great many of the 
church members died of the same dis- 
ease, but I have not been able to learn 
the whole number. What dreadful in- 
roads Death has made among our native 
preachers. 

More than two hundred and sixty have 
been baptized since the ordination meet- 
ingat Ongkyoung [ January, 1851.] Last 
year I was absent, there was no general 
meeting and no full statistics were ob- 
tained. And I cannot now make out a 
complete report of the number received 
into the churches, the number of deaths 
and exclusions. I shall hope to be able 
to do it during the year. 


Of their hardships during the season of hostilities, 
he says : 

Many of them have suffered extreme 
oppression. Nearly all their chapels 
have been demolished by the Burmese, 
so that there are but five or six left stand- 
ing in Burmah. Still, the people were 
wonderfully delivered from the most ex- 
treme sutlerings they apprehended in 
case of war. Many of them were con- 
fined, to be executed as soon as the 
English should approach the country. But 
the English war steamers came upand took 
Bassein before the Burmans had time to 
execute their threats upon the Karens; 
and after Bassein was taken they all 
betook themselves to flight and the Ka- 
rens escaped. They consider their de- 
liverance a wonderful interposition of 
Divine Providence. There are still, 
however, districts overrun by bands of 
robbers, where the people are oppressed 
to the last point of endurance, — every- 
thing they possessed torn from them. 

There are in Bassein some seven or 
eight hundred troops, consisting of Euro- 
pean and native regiments, and a com- 
pany of artillery — enough to protect 
the place against any Burmese force. 
They are not likely to be attacked, as the 
Burmese army assembled to protect Bas- 
sein is dispersed. Still, the English forces 
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will not go out into the surrounding 
country during the rainy season to pro- 
tect the people. 


RANGOON. 


LETTER FROM MR. KINCAID. 
Interview with the governor general. 

Rangoon, Aug. 8, 1852.—In my last I 
mentioned that Lord Dalhousie and suite 
had arrived here. The day after his 
arrival one of his secretaries called on 
me and spent more than an hour, asking 
a great number of questions relative to 
the government, &c. of Burmah, On 
Saturday last, before he left, a line from 
one of his aids informed me that the 
governor general would see me and my 
associates at three o'clock. I went ac- 
cordingly with Mr. Vinton and Dr. Daw- 
son. His lordship received us in the 
kindest manner, and at once began con- 
versing on Burman affairs in a manner 
that indicated great familiarity with the 
subject. He inquired about the three 
races, Karens, Talings and Burmans, the 
peculiarities of each, the number of na- 
tive Christians, whether the government 
made no distinction between us and 
British subjects, whether I was acquaint- 
ed with the present king, who were the 
leading spirits in the court of Ava, and 
what were the feelings of the people to- 
wards the English. He asked my opin- 
ion of the late viceroy, whether he came 
down with peaceful or with hostile inten- 
tions. To this last I replied, “ Hostile, 
no doubt.” 

“ How, then,” he inquired, “do you 
account for the pacific tone of the king’s 
letter to me ?” 

“It was to blind Commodore Lambert 
and give the viceroy time to prepare for 
resistance.” 

“ What are your reasons for thinking 
the viceroy’s intentions hostile ?” 

“He came down slowly, collecting 
men and money in all the towns along 
the river, and brought ten large boats 
loaded with powder. On his arrival he 
took no notice of Commodore Lambert. 
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The very day that he made his public 
entry into the city he issued one of his 
most hostile orders, cutting off all inter- 
course between the shipping and the 
shore under penalty of death. When 
Mr. Edwards went with a message, one 
of the oflicers in the viceroy’s compound 
drew a sword and threatened his life. 
When a deputation of four oflicers was 
sent, they were not allowed to enter the 
hall of audience and were rudely treated 
by the oflicials. The viceroy’s conduct 
was throughout consistent with the sup- 
position that he came with hostile inten- 
tions.” 

The governor general inquired about 
the loss of my library, observing that it 
was a most happy circumstance that we 
ourselves had not fallen into the hands 
of the viceroy. He spoke of our dis- 
pensary, said he had sanctioned the 
drawing of medicines for its use from the 
public stores, and added, “If you will 
allow me, I will give a small donation to 
About an hour after 
our return he sent 250 rupees. 


the dispensary.” 
Before 
taking leave I said,“ We feel, in common 
with many others, that the well-being or 
otherwise of unborn millions depends 
very much on the decision to which your 
Ile replied with 
evident emotion, “I feel it. Those who 
have not the responsibility may act 


lordship shall come.” 


I have come to a decision afier 
When 
taking our leave he said, “We may 


hastily. 
long and careful examination.” 


meet again.” Never will the impressions 
awakened by that interview be effaced 
from my mind. 


State o the country — Anticipations. 


I have no time to speak in detail of 
the state of the country. In the Setang 
valley the king’s brother-in-law has a 
large army and is keeping up communi- 
cations with Pegu, where he has an 
army of 8000 men, committing the most 
frightful outrages on the villages east 
and north of Pegu, murdering the men 
and consigning the women to a captivity 
worse than death. These are troops 


from the upper countries, and the court 
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of Ava has given them unlimited per- 
mission to ravage the lower provinces. 
The Karens and Talings, who constitute 
the mass of the population below Prome 
are to be entirely cut off and the prov- 
inces desolated, because they are friendly 
to the English. This is the avowed 
policy of Ava. The population of Ran- 
goon and of all the villages in the neigh- 
borhood is rapidly increasing. 

I have just received an interesting 
letter from Mr. Marshman of Serampore, 
editor of the J’riend of India. In closing 
he remarks, “I hope you have sent for 
a dozen more missionaries.” I will give 
you part of my letter in reply. 

“The principles of Christianity have 
taken deep root in the hearts of some 
12,000, and through these a large amount 
of moral influence is brought to bear on 
some 20,000 more. Our churches are 
found scattered all the way from the 
seaboard to Prome. We have now at 
school in this city 250 young persons 
preparing to go back to their villages, 
some to teach school and oghers to labor 
as evangelists among their countrymen. 
About forty native preachers are now 
supported by congregations over the 
country. The intelligence of recent 
events in Burmah has aroused to new 
energy the friends of missions in Ameri- 
‘a, and I have no doubt but we shall be 
well sustained by having true and faithful 
men sent to our aid. “I hope to see 


churches raised up along the whole line 


of this river to the J/ukang valley. 
Then we shall stand on the borders of 
western China and on the upper waters 
of the great Cambodia, and can reach by 
our books and our preaching untold 
millions in the centre of eastern Asia. 
I almost wish that I had been born thirty 
years later in the Christian era, so as to 
see Christianity pouring its light over 
these vast regions. 

“ You inquire about the eastern boun- 
dary of Burmah. It is the Salwen river, 
for though the court of Ava claims a large 
territory east of the Salwen, its power is 
merely nominal. The inhabitants are 
Shans, and are broken up into several 


principalities much like Germany ; seve- 
ral pay feudal homage, but no tribute, to 
the king of Ava.” 


Baptisms—Needs of the mission—Sufferings 
of the people. 

Last Lord’s Day, for the third time 
during the last few weeks, we visited the 
baptismal waters. Our hands are full 
of work forced upon us by the provi- 
dence of God. All are at work, men and 
women, from morning till night,—an 
incessant stream of strangers coming 
and going. 

Itis not only in Rangoon that work is “ forced” 
upon the mission. There is a widening movement. 
Mr. Vinton writes, August 10:—“ Some two weeks 
since I sent two men to Dalla to establish a school 
and preach, Last evening one of the men returned 
with a company of Karens, and says that the work 
of God has already begun,—that the school has 
been established, that a very considerable number 
have declared for Christ, that two more teachers and 
preachers are required immediately, and that many 
more will be required next dry season; for they 
have faith to believe that the whole district, where 
hitherto not a convert has been found, is about to 
embrace the gospel.” 

Aug. 25.—There are many subjects of 
great importance in reference to our 
work in Burmah which seem to me wor- 
thy of early consideration. One of the 
most important is the training up of men 
for the work of teaching and of preaching 
the gospel. In the Karen department 
we should have eighty or one hundred be- 
fore the end of 1853. I would like, if 1 
could, to take twenty-five or thirty well 
instructed young men to the neighbor- 
hood of Prome and Toung Oo, and far 
northward of Prome, this coming cold 
season, and in two or three years more 
twice as many north of Ava. But then, 
to be fitted for the work, they must be 
under the influence and instruction of 
qualified men. In most cases they will 
be eflicient just in proportion to the efli- 
ciency of their teachers. One or two of 
the very best men that can be found 
should come out to instruct and mould 
this rising ministry. The importance of 
the subject can hardly be over-estimated. 

Active preparations are going forward 
to place garrisons in Pegu and Prome. If 
this had been done two months ago it 
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would have saved the country from in- 
credible suffering. Hundreds of villages 
have been destroyed within a few weeks 
by bodies of armed men professing to act 
under instructions from Ava. The vil- 
lages are burned, the flying inhabitants 
plundered, and their flocks driven off. 
The suspense of the people as to the re- 
sults of English policy is painful in the 
extreme. They are afraid of being left 
to the tender mercies of the government 
of Ava. At present all the desperate 
characters of the country are banded to- 
gether for robbery and outrage. Scarcely 
a day or an hour passes without new in- 
telligence of their barbarities. Large 
numbers of disciples between this and 
Prome have secreted themselves in re- 
tired places, and in fastnesses of the 
mountains, and, so far as we can learn, 
but few have fallen by the hand of vio- 
lence. From the best information we 
can gain, Ava is filled with intrigues, tu- 
mults and bloodshed. The empire is like 
a ship at sea in a terrible tempest, float- 
ing without a rudder. 


LETTER FROM DR. DAWSON. 

Under date of August 11, Dr. Dawson describes 

an affecting interview with 
A convert of thirty years ago. 

A few days ago I was invited to visit a 
venerable mother in Israel, a Burmese 
convert named Mah Mee, who is men- 
tioned in the memoir of the first Mrs. 
Judson. I cannot describe the pleasure 
I felt in beholding the face of that aged 
disciple. She is over eighty years of age. 
She was either the thirteenth or four- 
teenth convert baptized in Rangoon by 
Dr. Judson. Her memory is remarkably 
good. She spoke very feelingly of her 
first teacher “ Mamma Judson,” her kind- 
ness before the family removed to Ava, 
her instructions, and of the delight she 
enjoyed in the little meeting for prayer 
held very privately in a back room with 
three or four Burmese females. She said 
those were very happy days to recall ; and 
also that the time was not far distant 
when she would join the mamma, the 


teacher and other loved friends in the 
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bright world above. She was converted 
at the age of fifty, and baptized in the 
year (I think) 1822. The day before 
she was received, the now veteran pas- 
tor Ko Tha A was baptized. They have 
walked together, side by side as it were, 
as the disciples of Christ for these thirty 
years. I asked her if she felt any regard 
for the pagodas and idols around her. 
“No,” she promptly replied, “ they are 
stupid things, and how wicked it is to 
worship them!” “ How do you feel to- 
wards your relations who believe in 
them?” “Great pity; they are blind 
and I pray for them.” “ Would you be 
afraid to die?” “ Not in the least. I am 
dying daily. This poor frame is wast- 
ing away rapidly.” As she was poorly, 
she thought her days were to be very 
few, and when she died, she said, she 
felt assured that she would go to be with 
Christ her Saviour. She seemed to have 
a firm, unwavering faith in the Redeemer. 
After spending a season of prayer with 
her and two of the native assistants, I left 
to procure for her some medicine and 
needed comforts. 


MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION. 


LETTER FROM REY. W. MOORE. 
Karen refugees in Maulmain — Suffering on the 
Burman frontier. 

Maulmain, Aug. 13, 1852.—In a pre- 
vious letter I have mentioned the fact 
that a company of 300 Pwo refugees 
from Martaban lately made their escape 
to this place. We invited some of them 
to attend school, but none decided to 
come. They remained in town about a 
month. I visited them frequently and 
two native preachers went to instruct 
them daily most of the time. We were 
well received. The people talked freely 
on the subject of religion, but their 
excitement was too great to allow them 
to think seriously. Besides, they were 


not in a situation to give an unprejudiced 
hearing. In addition to the prejudices 
excited by petty Burman officers in whose 
charge they were placed, and other 
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selves active. They furnished a large 
kyoung in a central part of the city 
and urged the inhabitants to liberality, | 
not in vain. All things necessary for 
their comfort and many of the luxuries 
of life were furnished in abundance. <A 
few days before they left for the jungle 
one of the head men gave me a particu- 
lar account of the liberality of priests and | 
people to them, and said that must be a 

good religion that would lead to such 
bounty to the destitute, to so large a 
company for solong a time. Ie thought 
that a system which provided so well for 
the body would also do well by the soul. 


counter influences, the priests made them- | 
| 


Twosmaller companies afterward suc- 
ceeded in reaching Maulmain. They 


had wandered among the mountains, | 
destitute of food and shelter, until they | 
were exhausted. They presented a most 
piteous spectacle, filthy, emaciated and 
sorrow stricken. When they reached a 
safe retreat, the excitement that had kept 
them up being removed, they sunk down | 
in helpless weakness. They stated that 
two other companies had attempted to | 
escape, but were overtaken and forced | 
back into the interior. Yesterday I saw | 


| 
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a company of Karens from Dong Yan, 
some of whom four days ago returned 
from an excursion on the Burman side. 
They report that all the inhabitants 
within two or three days’ journey of the 
Salwen are driven back. No paddy is 
cultivated, property is all destroyed and 
the country laid waste. With the ex- 
ception of an occasional attempt by ban- 
ditti to cross the river, all is quictin the 
jungles on this side. 

The villagers who were burned out 
on the frontier are living in booths and 
cultivating rice to some extent. But 
up to within a few weeks they have 
lived on the lookout, taking turns as 
sentinels. Chetthingsville has suffered 
more severely than any other place. 
A few weeks since the pastor wrote 
that many had no rice nor any means 
of purchasing. <A subscription of sixty- 
three rupees was raised on Newton 
compound and sent up, but it never 
reached them. We hear that on his way 
home the bearer was robbed. How they 
are getting along we have not since 
learned. 

Our schools are all making good prog- 
ress. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


STATE OF THE FUNDS. 
In preceding pages the reader has been 
invited to survey the fields Divine Providence 
has opened before the friends of missions | 
connected with our churches, They are | 
fields where the word sown in weakness has 
been raised in power, The scope of effort 
is manifestly widening. In ditferent degrees 
of emphasis, but with perfect distinctness of 
utterance, the voice from these missions bids 
us onward, There is no resting point in this 
enterprise. Success is but a more impera- 


tive appeal for fresh exertion. 


This was recognized at the annual meeting | 
of the Union, and found expression in the 
resolve to enlarge somewhat the basis of | 


expenditure for the current year, The sum 
fixed upon as the least that could be reason- | 
ably appropriated, it will be remembered, 
was $135,000, and the developments of the | 


year have so amply confirmed the justice of 
this estimate, as to compel the Executive 
Committee to go to the extreme limit of the | 


discretion allowed by the action of the Board. 


| This action, so far as we have the means of 


learning the sentiments of the churches, has 
met with general approval. The necessity 
was apparent, the duty plain. And what was 
then so plain has appeared with increasing 
distinctness in every successive month. 

We are happy to observe, in various quar- 
ters, evidence that our brethren are not dis- 
posed to treat these views as barren abstrac- 
tions. On the contrary there has been a 
practical movement towards ensuring that 
the missions shall have what they so elearly 
need. The account of receipts in the pres- 
ent number shows that the treasury is ina 
somewhat more promising state than at the 
same time last year, and we are encouraged 
by such indications that the standard set up 
does not exceed the liberality, as it surely 
does not the ability, of the churches. 

At this point, however, a caution is needed 
with reference to the time and the degree of 
exertion which should be put forth on behalf 
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of the missions. Three quarters of the finan- 
cial year have about elapsed and we shrink 
—all ought to shrink—from the hazard of 
leaving the greater part of the year’s dona- 
tions to the last days and hours of the year, 
This has been so often remarked that it need 
not be dwelt upon. Itis enough to remind 
our readers of it, and of the weighty reasons 
that should urge early remittances. Buta 
more serious mistake is in danger of being 
made. For several successive years there 
have been doubt, apprehension, anxiety, 
with reference to the supply of the treasury, 
—but the month of March has brought 
everything up at last; and we are fearful 
lest some may gain the impression that the 
anxiety was undue, that the streams of liber- 
ality are not only abundant but periodical 
and punctual, and that no call is made for 
special exertion. No error could be greater. 
It had very nearly marred the prosperity of 
the last year; as it was, a balance on the 
wrong side—small but undesirable — was 
reported by the Treasurer. We deprecate 
the indulgence of any false security in this 
matter. What is needed can be had if all 
who are interested will put forth adequate 
and timely effort,—and not otherwise. 

While therefore we observe with gratitude 
the degree in which the churches respond to 
the necessities of the missions, it is vet 
appropriate to the present season to solicit 
earnest attention to the work that remains 
to be done, and to invite a prompt and stren- 
uous effort for its accomplishment. There 
is no occasion to multiply motives and in- 
centives. The work makes its own appeal. 
The mission churches end their laborers 
speak more loudly than we can, The ery of 
the heathen needs no interpreter, The 
COMMISSION is not obscure. The voice of 
Providence was never more distinctly uttered. 
We pray all whose hearts respond to these 
voices to consider well at this time the 
measure of their abiliiy and of their duty, 
and so to act. 


DEPARTURE OF MISSIONARIES. 


Rev. Messrs. Joun 8S. GoopMan, of Lock- 
land, O., and Henry B. Sueruenr, of Phila- 
delpnia, Pa., their wives and Mrs. M. B. 
Crocker, of the Bassa Mission, sailed from 
Norfolk, Va., on the 27th of November last, 
in the barque Linda Stewart, Captain Stem- 
mer, for Monrovia. The services of desig- 
nation were attended on the evening of the 
23d in the meeting-house of the Tenth Bap- 
tist church, Philadelphia. The instructions 
of the Executive Committee were read by 
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the Home Seeretary, the prayer of designa- 
tion was offered by the Rev. J. H. Kennard, 
the Rev. J. L. Burrows addressed the mis- 
sionaries giving them the right hand of fel- 
lowship, and the Rev. William Shadrach 
addressed the congregation, Other brethren 
present took partin the customary devotional 
exercises, and the two designated brethren 
each made some appropriate remarks, 

Several other missionaries for Africa went 
out in the same vessel, which had excellent 
acconnnodations, and all things betokened a 
comfortable voyage. 


DONATIONS. 
RECEIVED IN 1852. 


Maine. 


Aucusta, Ist ch, 22; Franklin, Mrs. 

Olive Clark 1; Paris, ch. 17; Wis- 

casset, John Sylvester 25; Baring, 

ch. 73 7200 
Washington Co. Asso., FE. D. Green 

tr., Contribution 10.07; Benjamin, 

De Wolf, N. B. 4; 14.07 
Hancock Asso., D. Morgan, jr. tr.: 

Brooklin, ch. and 8. 

and Young People’s Bible Classes 

150; Waltham, Maile and Female 

Miss. Soc. 2; Juv. Miss. Soc. 3; 

Tilden, Male and Female Miss. Soc. 

4: Juv. Miss. Soe. 8; Franklin, Mrs, 

FE, Scammons Surry, ch. 

2; North Penobscot, ch. 1.85; Sul- 


liven, ch 4.92; Haneock, ch. 150 
Sedewick, Fem. Miss. Soc. 1.50; 
@ 


mon. con, 275; North Sedgewick, 
ch. O31; Coll. at Asso. 26.11; to 


OF 
238 72 
New Hampshire, 

Portsmouth, Mildle §t.ch. 6%; Fem, 

Mies 29; Wilton, a friend to 
niivsions 2; £2.00 

Vermont. 

Thetford, Silas 11: Grafton, ch. 

mon. con. 6; a friend of missions 
B16; 47.16 


Massachusetts. 


Boston, Timothy Gilbert, for sup of 
Mrs. Dauble of Assam Miss., 250; 
rett 5: Union ch. mon, 
Young Ladies’ Misa, 


Soc, 42.18; 8. Sch. 18.03; to cons, 
Enoch W. Perkins L. M.; Charles 
St. ch. mon, con, 18.15, Sharon, 
Fem. Burman Miss, Soc., Mrs. D, 
Hitcheock, tr..0.50; Charl 


Jamaica Plam, ch., to cons Eiisha 
James and John Weld L. M., 200; 
South Milford, G. N. Townsend 4; 
Chelmsford, Istch. mon. con. 19.57; 
Fem. Karen Soc., M. I. Dudley tr., 
21.0; Marshfield, North ch. 7; 
Southbridge, Central ch., Henry 
Fiske tr , 100; 8. Sch., to elucate 
a Chinese youth under direction of 
Mr. Dean 22; Lynn, Jonathan 


it 
| | 
| 
i 
\ 
| 
cons. Mr Maria 8S. D. Gower L. M 104.39 
Lincola Asso., Perkins tr. : 
Thomaston, let ch. 8; 2d ch. 
South Thomaston, ch. lo: 
ch. 1; M. Safford 1; 8. Safford 1; 
” Safford 1; St. George, 2d ch 
‘ 
it 
| 
| 
| 
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Bacheller 290; 


Newton Upper 
Falls, Miss -Eliza 5 


Jameson 15: 


Sturbrilge Asso., kidw. Phillips tr., 
Olt Colony Asso., John Brooks tr., 
(of which 50c. were for Ind. Miss.,) 
Barnstible Asso., Geo. Lovell tr.: 
Ityannis, ch., Fem. Miss. Soe, 
Franklin Asso., J. B. Bardwell tr. : 
Shelburne Falls, Harris Wight. 
Pawtucket, Ist ch, to cons. Rev. 
Thomas Driver L. M., 100; West 
‘Townsend, Silas Bruee 5; Marble- 
: head, ch. 25.28; Worcester, Pleas- 
ant st. ch. 37; New Bedford, Ist 
eh. 50.51; Miss Eviza Covell 10: 
per Rey. E. Savage, agt., 


Rhode Island. 
Woonsocket, ch 
Central Falls, ch., per Rev. E, Say- 


age, agt., 


Donations. 


Haverhill, Ist ch., mon. con., 100; 1097.72 


380.57 
100.62 
38.01 


1,504.71 


60.00 
14.50 


—— 74.50 
1 Connecticut. 
Suffield, Young Ladies of Ct. Lit rary 
Ipstitction, per Bliz. A. Smith, See, 
to sup. Lavinia M. Parker in Maul- 
main Normal School, 10.09 
New Haven Asso.: Chester, ch, 10.33 ; 
Meriten, ch., Miss Hart's 8, Sch. 
class, Branford, ch. 1.87; per 
Kev. E. Savage, act 12.47 
Fairfield Asso Stunford, ch. 10; 
White Jills, ch. 10.54; Coll. at 
Asso., 654; Gold Ring 37 cts. 
per Kev. E. 8., agt., 27.50 
4977 
New York. 
Utica, Mr. and Mra. Harlow Hawley, 
tosup. Harlow Hawley in Assam 
Orph. Seh., 25: ¢ hateaugay, ch., 
G. W. Devoll tr.. 4: Crown Point, 
ch. 2); Riverhead, J. A. Overton 
2; Lorraine, P. Persons 3; Caroline, 
N. Rounsveit 5; 59.00 
Monroe Asso., Wm. N. Sage tr. : 
Rochester, Ist ch.. to cons. J. A. 
Talmage L. M., 83; Geo Doug- 
lass 1); IS.80; 8, Sch. Juy. 
Soc., to sup. Miss Marian Walker 
in Mrs Brown's Seh.. A un, 12; 
Mrs. Goodnew 2: ALG Smith, to 
cons, Mrs. A. Gi. Smith 
Fem. German Mi “oc 2; Parma, 
Ist ch. 2375: 2a ch. 850; Verrin- 
ton, ch. 14.13; Rush, ch. 13; 
Master Joslin Van Allstine Veta; 
Sarah Hovey 25 eta: Webste r, ch, 
Schs. for Mr. Haswell's 
Sch., Burmah, 1085; Urban She p- 
Pittsford. ch. 5; Michael 
10; Mendon, ch. 5; Sweden 
jergen, ch. 13; Honeoye Creek, 
Brockport, ch. 22; Chili,ch, 
West Henrietta, ch. 40 12; 
Greece, ch. 16.54; Penfield, ch., to 
cons. Harvey Fuller L. M., 100; 
Ogten, ch 43.01; Wheatland, ch. 
ith; to cons. Kev. John Nishet, 
Rev. Daniel Whitaker, Rev. Sylva- 
nus Taftand Mrs. Henry B. Sher- 
mer L. M., per Kev. 8. M. Osgood, 
agt., 723.47 
Steuben Asso., Geo. W. Wheeler tr. $ 
Meats Creek, ech 17.54; Campbell 
amd Bath, ch 19.05; Oak Lill, eh. 
10.50; Urbana, ch. 30.58; W ayne, 
ch 14.67; Fem. Mite Soe, 2] 76; 
a Tyrone and Jersey, ch. 12 20 ; 
ry Warsaw, ch. 1855; Jersey, ch. 
4.35; Milo, Isteh. 17; 2d eh. 31; 
Dundee, ch. 7.50; Fem. Mite Soe, 


Tyrone, ch. 3587; Howard, 
ch. 2: Barrington, ch 45; 8. Sch, 
5; Bath Villag-, eh. 10.75; to cons, 
Rev. Andrew Wilkins, Kev. John 
Halsted and Thomas Corbitt 
per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, ugt., 


314.44 


3 


Yates Asso., Geo. W. Shannon, tr.: 
Penn Yan, ch. 51.75; Prattsburg, 
2d ch., E. Simons 5) ; Pratts- 
burg Village, ch. 31.75: Tow lesvile, 
ch. 5; Italy, Ist ch. 11.62; Pultney, 
2d ch. 1; to cons. Daniel Hedges 
L. M., per Rev. 8. M.0., Agent, 101.62 

Buffalo Asso., D. W. Williams, tr. : 
Buffalo, Niagara square ch. 27.09 ; 
Strykersville, ch. 12.22; Hamburg, 
ch. 15; Aurora, ch. 6: Amherst, 

Boston, ch. 

9; Springville, 
ch. 2179; Sardinia, ch., Female 
tenev. Soc, 6; Wales, ch. 1.25; to 
cons. Rev. Clark Carr, L. M., per 
Kev. 8. M.0., Agent, 

Canisteo River Asso., per Rev. S. M. 
0., Agent, 

Dutchess Asso., T. K. Mead, tr., per 
Rev. O. Dodge, Agent, 

Saratoga Asso.: Saratogt Springs, ch. 
12.02; Wilton, ch. 6.50; Broadal- 
bin, ch. 15; Providence, ch. 2.87 ; 
per Rev. O. D., Agent, 

Essex and Champlain Asso.: Ellen- 
burg, ch. 4.60; Mooers, ch. 118; 
Adams Centre, ch. 5.75; per Rev. 
O. D., Agent, 11.53 

Worcester Asso.: Maryland, ch. 14.27; 
Daniel Gott 1; Henry Gott 1; per 
Rey. O. D., Agent, 

Franklin As-o.: 


37.29 


16.27 


S. Page 2; Gilbertsville, 

Sandhill, eh. 18; Orego, 

ta,ech. 25.08; Mil- 

7; 2d ch. 6.60; 
179.33 


per Kev. O. D., Agent, 


—— 1,626. 
New Jersey. 

Allowaystown, ch. 1.00 
State Convention, P. P. Runyon, tr. : 

tordentown,ch., mon. con., 25.3 

subscriptions 36.53; 8. White, to 

cons. Mrs. Mary White, L.M., 100; 

per Rev. J. F. Wileox, Agent, 151.87 
Burlington, ch. £6.38 mon. con 

24.22; Self-Denying Soc., Miss M. 

Simonson, tr, 35; 8. Sch, for. 

lodian Misa, 10.651; S. Seh.. Inf. 

Department 9.25; T. Rogers and 

family, for Arracan Miss,, 12; Rev. 

J. F. Wileo& 30: Trenton and 

Lamberton, ch. 28.63; mon. con. 

49; 8. Seh. 17.62; Trenton, Trinity 

ch. 3; Bedminster, ch 315; Holme. 

del, ch. 25; Pittegrove. ch 19.06; 

Sandy Ridge, eh. 15; Haddontield, 

ch. 10; Ilightstown, ch. 33; 

iiton square, ch 12.82; Perth 

Amboy. ch. 3.25; Woodston, ch. 

10; Cedarville, eh. 10.7: 

bus, ch. 12; Freehold, ch. 25; 

George’s Road, ch 3; Lambert- 

ville, ch. S048; Middletown, ch. 

$95; Millville, ch. 8.05; Moores- 

town, ch. 23.84; Mount Bethel, eh. 

9.75: Upper Freehold, ch. 45.62; 

Mt. Ioily, a friend, 1; per Rev. J. 

F. W., Agent, 025.98 

— 802 


Pennsylvania. 


Northumberland Asso., J. Moore, 
sen.. Hughesville, ch. 2.87; 
White Deer, ch. 12.55; Milton, ch. 
8.75; Coll. at Asso. 5.53; per Rev. 
J. F. Wileox, Agent, « 

Philade!phia, Ladies of Spruce St. ch., 
tosup Sarah E Kemp on in Assam 
Orph. Sch., 25; A few ladies, to 


sup. George Kempton in Assam 
Orph. Sch., 25; Lower Dublin, Geo. 
Sneider, 50; Bri-tol,ch 6.83; Read- 
ing, ch. 10; 8. Sch. 7; Newtown, 


1 


10.00 
| 
] 
W. Meredith, 28.49; North s ilson, 
ch., in part. 57; Benre’*tsviile, ch, 
7.85; Masonville, ch, 8.5): Ur villa, 
ch. 
ch. 8.25 
| eh. 5. 
| 
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ch., Fem. For. Miss. Soc. 7 ; Marcus 

Hook, ch. 15; per Rev. J. F. W., 

Agent, 96.33 
Bhirleysburg, ch., M. L. Harrison, tr., 15.00 


Maryland. 


9a Rev. W. Burlingame, per 
Rey. J. F. Wilcox, Agent, 


Ohio. 
Cesar’s Creek Asso., Annual collec- 
tion, per Rev. J. Stevens, Arent, 28.00 
Columbus Asso , J. Eaton, tr., 37.22; 
Berlin, ch. 50¢.; Columbus, J. Saw- 


yer 1; per Rev. J. 8., Agent, 38.72 
Geauga Asso.: Auburn, Mrs. Dunlap, 
per Rev. J. 8.. Agent, 1.00 


Grand River Kingsville, ch. 
3.51; 8. Sch. 2.35; per Rev. J. 8., 
Agent, 5.86 

Lorain Asso.: Henrietta, ch. 3.40; 
Birminy gham, ch. 10; Amherst,Mrs. 
Axtell, per Rev.J.8., Agent, 13.65 

Huron Asso. : Auburn, ch. 8: Belle- 
vue, ch. 4.23; Plymouth, ch. 1; 
per Rev. J. S., Agent, 13.2 

Mad River Asso. . ann. coll. 29.45; 
Beaver, ch. ch. 
per Rey. J. Agent, 5.70 

Meigs reek As-o., ann. coll. 17.83; 
Goodhope, ch 2.40; Mrs. R. Smith, 

4; McConnel!sville, ch. 26.70 ; New- 

port, ch. M4. 90; Adams, ch. 8; 8S. 

Sch. Shc ; Little Muskingum, ch. 

14.50; per Rey. J. 8., Agent, 89.19 
Miami As<o., Cheviot, ch. 15.27: 

Sch. 3.41: Dayton, Ist ch. 

8. Sch. 6.43; Wayne St. ch. 2 

Rev. J. Agent. 74.68 
Mt. Vernon Asso., 37.63; Union, ch. 

1.50; Mt. Vernon, ch. 2.18 ; Radnor, 

ch., Ammi P. Johnson, *at the re- 

quest of his wife deceased to cons. 

himself L.M.", 100; per Rev. J. 

8., Agent, 14151 
Mohecan Asso., per Rev. J.8., Agent, 48.00 
Ohio Asso. : Storms Creek, ch. 8.73; 

Hale's Creek, ch. Symmes 

Creek, ch. 1.05; y, ch. 1.75; 

Union, ch. 2; Be lah, ch. 7.15; per 


Rev. J. Agent, 259 
Portage Asso., Hiram and Troy, ch. 

75c.; Streetsboro’, ch. 450; 8. 

Sch. 49; Fem. Benev. Soc. 6.50; 

Garrettsville, ch. 18; 8. Sch. Tic. ; 

per Rey. J. 8., Agent, 
Rocky River Asso,: Cleveland, Ist ch. 

5557; Erie St. ch. 31.23; per Rev. 

J.8., Agent, 87.80 
Salem Asso., for sup. 

of Rev. J. G. Oncken, 5; Pomroy, 

B. F. Dike 1; Troy, F. Tipton 

60 c.; Coolville, J. Detz 50c.; per 

Rev. J. 8., Agent, 7-00 
Scioto Asso., Licking, ch., per Rev. J. 

8., Agent, 3.50 
Seneca Asso., annual collectioa, per 

Rev. J. 8., Agent, 8.00 
Strait Creek Asso.: Hillsboro’, ch., per 

Rev. J, Agent, 8.00 


Wooster As-0., Wooster, ch. 11; 8S. 
Sch. 7; ann. coil. 11.77; per Kev. 
J &., Agent, 29.77 
Ohio Foreign Miss. Soc, 25.88, (less 
amt. paid for printing minutes, 
16); per Rev. J. Agent 9.88 
3.97: 8. Sch 8.53; 
Norwalk, ch, 3: 8. Sch., for 
Assam Orph. 7; Zanesville, 
ch., Juv. Mite. Soc., towards 
sup. of two children and one na- 
tive assixtant in Siam, under care 
of Rey. Wm. Ashmore, 30 ; 109.20 


Indiana. 
Lafayette, ch. 90; 8S. Sch., to sup. 


child in Assam Orph. Sch., 10; to 
cons. Allen Loyd L. M., per Rev. 
J. Stevens, Agent, 100.00 
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140.83 


5.00 


822.32 


Gen’‘l Asso., less exp. of Min- 


utes, per Rev. J S., Agent, 7.75 
White Water Valley Asso., per Rey. 

J.8., Agent, 19.19 
Aurora, ch., per Rev. J. &., Agent, 6.00 


Pipe Creek, ch. 1.50 ; J. Sands 25c.; 

Mrs. Perrine 50¢.; Mary and 

Helen Perrine %5c.; per Rev. J. 

Agent, 8.20 
Indi: unapolis, ch. 25.61; S. Sch., to 

sup. Judson R. Osgood in Assam 

Orph. Sch., 65.20; per Rev. J.8., 

Avent, 90.81 
Attica, ch. 3.50; Washington, Rev. 

If. Robb, Alto, ch. 4.30; 

Byron, Rev. J. M. Whitehead 5; 

Lawrenceburg, ch. 12; per Rev. J. 

S., Agent, 25.30 
Tippecanoe Asso., 23.45; Rossville, 

ch. 8.44; Pitsburg, ch. 1.23; Del. 

phi, ch. 16.55; per Rev. J. 8., 

Agent: to cons. Rev. Si iney Dyer 

and Rev. Daniel Stogsdill L. M., 49 67 


—— 300.92 


Illinois. 
Peoria, ch. 50; Farm Ridge, Rev. FE. 
N. Jencks, to cons. himself L. M., 
100: 150.00 
Gen. Asso., W. W. Watson, tr., to 
cons. B. B. Carpenter and James 


Lemon L. M., 200.90 
Salem Asso., Benj. Coghill, tr., 13.00 
—- 363.00 
Michigan. 


Albion, S. Sch. Miss. Soc., to sup. a 
child at Gowahati, under direction 
of Mr. Ward, 5. 
Ray and Almont, coll. by Rey. J. 8. 
Goodman for African Mission, per 


Rev. J. Stevens, Age nt, 14.66 
— 
Iowa. 
Mt. Pleasant, ch. 4.85; Rock Spring, 
ch. 3.70 ; Farmington, ch. 2.00; 11.15 
$6,108.75 
Legacies. 
Joston,* Mass., Abigail Ripley, per 
Asa Wilbur, Executor, 1590.00 
New York City, Eliza Skaats, per Gar- 
rat N. Bleecker, Executor, 1000.00 


—— 2500.00 


$8,608.75 
Total from April Ist, to Nov. 39, $38,477.01. 


DONATIONS IN CLOTHING AND GOODS. 
Weston, Vt., Ladies of the ch. one 

box clothing for Rev. N. Brown, $13.50 
Charlestown, Mass., Juceon Miss. 

Soc., one box clothing for Rev. A 

Bingham, 23.00 
Chelmsford, Mase,, Central ch. Ladies’ 

Sew. Soe., one box clothing for 

Bassa Mission, 62.13 
Providence, K. 1., Joseph Robinson, 

one box sundries for Rev. Charles 

Hibbard. 
Hartford, Ct., Friends, one box wheat, 

flour, &c., for Rev. 8. M. Whitine. 6.60 
New York, Ladies of Oliver St. ch., 

one box clothing, etc. for Rev. E. 


Kincaid, 4526 
New York Mills, Ladies’ Sewing Soc. 
clothing for Rev. M. Bronson, 81.00 


Philadelphia, David Jayne, M.D., 
two boxes medicines for Rey. C. 


Bennett, 135.5 
Do., David Jayne, M.D., medicines 
for African Mission, 128.00 


Detroit, Mich., Ladies’ Sew Soc., one 
box clothing, etc. for Rev. N.Brown, 83.41 
From unknown friends, one box 
cheese and crackers for Rey. 8. M. 
Whiting. 
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